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DECEMBER 24, 2017 
FOURTH SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 24, 2017 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing 

Mary is the model disciple. 

Sunday Luke 1:26-38 The birth of Jesus foretold 

Monday Titus 2:11-14 God’s kindness 

Tuesday Isaiah 9:2-7 The coming king 

Wednesday Titus 3:4-7 The mercy of God 

Thursday John 1:1-14 The word became flesh 

Friday Isaiah 52:7-10 Message of hope 

Saturday Psalm 96  Sing a new song 

Sunday Luke 2:22-40 Jesus presented in the temple 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me  
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
Luke 1:38 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear loving God, give us the faith like Mary to accept the good news of Jesus’ birth and  
confidence to go out into the world as a servant of your love in Christ. Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord God, thank you for the gift of food, family, and friends as signs of your love for us. Most of 
all, thank you for your gift of Jesus. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord be with you. May God’s favor rest on you and the Holy Spirit come to you and give 
you peace. (Luke 1:28-30, 35)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Can you remember a time when you had an unexpected visitor? Tell your story.  

 What would you have thought and felt if you were Mary and received the message 
from the angel Gabriel that you would give birth to God’s son? 

 In Luke, Mary serves as the model disciple. She is chosen by God and responds with 
confusion (Luke 1:29), questioning (Luke 1:34), and then acceptance (Luke 1:38). How 
would you describe your journey of faith in Christ? 

DEVOTIONS 
December 24 is the fourth Sunday in Advent. Continue to use an Advent wreath with four blue 
or purple candles and a white center candle, and use the following words: 

Say:  The fourth candle on our Advent wreath is the peace candle. There is peace in accepting 
God’s call to trust God’s promises and be a follower of Jesus. When Mary said, “. . .  Let it be 
with me according to your word,” she expresses a peace that passes all human understanding.  
[Light the first, second, third, and fourth candles.] 

Read:  Philippians 4:7. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Pray:  Dear God, we thank you for the gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who 
comes to bring peace on earth now and forevermore.  Amen. 

SERVICE 
As a disciple of Jesus, reach out to people in need this week. Bring food or gifts to someone 
who is alone or in need of care. With your time or money, support an organization that works 
on behalf of the hungry or homeless. Find ways to be a servant of others in your own home 
during this busy time of year. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Christmas caroling is a well known tradition during this time of year. The tunes lift our spirits 
and the words encourage us. As disciples of Christ take time to sing or listen to some favorite 
Christmas hymns. 
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DECEMBER 24-25, 2017 
CHRISTMAS EVE, 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

DECEMBER 24-25, 2017 

HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS  
Silent Night 
 

Jesus comes to bring salvation for all. 

Sunday Luke 2:1-20 The birth of Jesus 

 Titus 2:11-14 God’s kindness 

   

Monday Hebrews 1:1-12 God has spoken by his Son 

 Isaiah 9:2-7 The coming King 

   

CHRISTMAS BIBLE READINGS 
 

Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your 
Christmas celebrations. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. Titus 2:11 
(NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for Christmas: 
Lord God, we thank you for our Lord Jesus Christ who came into our world to be the Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Amen. 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
God, thank you for this special day; bless all we do and all we say. May we each enjoy your  
blessings, as Jesus’ birth we celebrate. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord make known to you Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem that you may not fear but have 
great joy and peace forevermore. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 The word grace means “undeserved kindness.” When have you received kindness you 
didn’t think you deserved?  

 In Titus 2:11, Jesus is described as the grace of God who came to bring salvation to all. 
How is this good news for you? For others? 

 Usually good news is good for some and not for all, but with the birth of Jesus the angel 
says, “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10). How 
does the Christmas story bring hope for the whole world today? 

DEVOTIONS 
Before opening your Christmas gifts, continue to use an Advent wreath with four blue or purple 
candles and a white center candle. Light all five candles, and use the following words: 

Say:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth.” [Light all the candles.] 

Read:  Luke 2:1-20. Or read the Christmas story from a children’s storybook Bible. Talk about a 
favorite part of the story and then end with a prayer.  

Pray:  Lord God, we thank you for our Lord Jesus Christ who came into our world to be the 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Amen. 

SERVICE 
Write the names of those gathered in your home during Christmas on slips of paper and  
randomly distribute. Ask each person to offer a “gift of service” for the person named on the 
slip. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
The giving and receiving of gifts is a Christmas tradition that all ages enjoy. God’s gift to us is 
Jesus. Take a moment before opening your gifts to thank God for the greatest gift of all, Jesus.  
Bless one another:  
 
May the Lord make known to you Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem that you may not fear but 
have great joy and peace forevermore. 


