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Reflections From the Rector 
 

         

“It is only with gratitude that life becomes rich!”   
–Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

What a wonderful November this has been! Our newest acolytes, 
Ben Lauro and Hunter Galbavy, have been serving at the altar each 
week and learning new skills. Both young men had the opportunity 
to assist at baptisms and holding the Gospel Book during Mass. 
Thank you, Ben and Hunter! 

We welcomed two new members into the Body of Christ through 
Holy Baptism: Noah Calvert and Addison Cheney. What a joyous 
celebration for their family, friends and fellow parishioners. May 
God bless them in their walk with Jesus. 

A heartfelt thank you to John Davies for organizing this year’s 
Pledge Campaign. I hope you all have received your letters, prayed 
about your giving to St John’s for 2019, and returned your Pledge 
Cards to the church office. If you haven’t returned your pledge 
card yet, please do so. Establishing the budget for next year will be 
taking place soon. 

Each Sunday during our Pledge Campaign we heard from mem-
bers, both old and new, who shared with us ‘why’ and ‘how’ they 
came to call this faith community of St John’s their spiritual home. 
Their testimonies were quite touching and gave witness to the love 
of Christ, and the kindness and faithfulness of our parish. Thank 
you to everyone who agreed to share their story. It is a blessing 
and a privilege to hear about the spiritual journeys that bring us 
together. Not only does it help us to know and appreciate each oth-
er more fully, but we get a glimpse of how creatively God works in 
our individual lives. 

What follows is Lydia Brenner’s message that she graciously 
agreed to share with us. 

 



 SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT STEWARDSHIP 

By Lydia Brenner 

I believe that every individual has the opportunity to have a personal relationship 

with God.  A relationship that can exist with or without regular attendance in a 

church community.  This relationship reminds me of tending to a garden.  

     If the garden is nourished, watered and weeded and if it has proper sun exposure, 

     it will flourish and grow. 

     If the garden remains unattended and the circumstances are right, it may survive, 

     for a while.  Eventually though, it will wither or be taken over by weeds.                     

I believe a healthy church community helps to nourish and encourage growth in its 

parish members, and so helps us to strengthen our own relationship with God.   

As many of you know, John and I were parishioners at the Church of the Holy Com-

munion in Fair Haven prior to coming to St. John’s.  For those of you who might not 

have been familiar with Holy Communion, it was a small congregation very similar 

to St. John’s.  You could not be anonymous there.  Most parishioners had at least one 

role to play in making the church community work, and many had multiple roles.  

We were a family.  We shared each other’s joys and sorrows, our worries and fears, 

our talents and shortcomings.  We had seen each other at our best and worst. 

We had the privilege of watching the children of the parish grow up.  For us it was 

Fred and Terry’s sons Michael and Stephen, Amy’s girls Elise and Kara, Karen’s 

daughter Melissa and son Patrick, Carol’s daughter Christy and son Tenny as well as 

many others whose families are not currently at St. John’s.  We watched our older 

parishioners as they aged, and grieved when they left us to move closer to their chil-

dren when they were unable to live alone or when they passed away.   

When Holy Communion closed, we grieved over the loss of our church.  For years I 

drove past the church on River Road and tried my best to avoid looking at it.  It 

would have been easy to flounder in our distress.  Mark Van Sant had been support-

ive of our members during the time we struggled with the decisions leading up to the 

closing of the church.  St. John’s seemed familiar in size and “feel”.  Ann and Mary 

Ann had the courage to come to St. John’s the day after Holy Communion closed.  We 

followed a week later as did many others.   

We were welcomed.  We were allowed to process our loss.  We were tended to by the 

priest and the parishioners.  We grew in the garden we found here at St. John’s.  We 

became part of a new family.  

We pledge so that St. John’s can continue to be the place where people feel comforta-

ble and welcomed, and where they can be open to explore and strengthen their rela-

tionship with God.  Where they can drop in as a seed and grow roots and flourish. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 From the Deacon’s Desk                          December  2018 

                                    Do You Pray? 
    I read the following recently and thought it worth sharing!               

                              What is prayer?  

“Prayer doesn’t only happen when we kneel or put our hands together 

and focus and expect things from God. Thinking positive and wishing 

good for others is a prayer. When you hug a friend, that’s a prayer. When you cook some-

thing to nourish family and friends, that’s a prayer. When we send off our near and dear 

ones and say ‘drive safely’ or ‘be safe’, that’s prayer. When you are helping someone in 

need by giving your time and energy - you are praying. When you forgive someone, that is 

prayer. Prayer is a vibration. A feeling. A thought. Prayer is the voice of love, friendship, 

genuine relationships. Prayer is an expression of your silent being. Keep praying always.” 

During Advent perhaps you can watch and see how your whole life is Prayer! 

In Peace and Hope, 

Eve 

            SIGN UP NOW AVAILABLE! 

           RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
                  January 27, 2019 

Come join us as together we pack highly nutritious meals to 
be shipped to schools in developing countries. 

 

"Generously offer food to the hungry and meet the needs of the person in trouble." 
Isaiah 58:10 

This event has been unwritten by generous donations to the St John's Outreach 
Fund. What we need now is your presence!  All ages welcome and encouraged to 
participate! 

 



Help Support 

St Brigid’s Food Pantry        

  at St James’.  

Canned Goods, Pasta, Cereal and  

Baby Food are always needed. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be a blessing to someone in need!   

Have Appliances You're Not Using?   

Help someone in need. Toasters, coffee 

pots, blenders, microwaves, popcorn 

makers, etc.   

Small appliances can be dropped of at 

The Furnished With Love Store, 583 

Broadway Long Branch (parking & en-

trance behind store on Russell 

Court)  732-272-1212   

Large appliances; Refrigerators, wash-

er, dryers Call 732-222-1923 for pickup 

schedule and tax receipt.  



Sunday school has celebrated November with the following lessons: 

How to think like Jesus. 

What does Jesus think about your Virtual Reality, let’s make sure we are 

plugged into our REAL reality. 

Every time we are faced with an impossible situation, Jesus is there with the 

Master Plan to make it POSSIBLE! 

 

 

We’ve also created bible study buddies! 

 

 

The Season of Advent will bring a lot of fun, although waiting is hard - we 

will continue to make each lesson have an impact in our everyday life! 

Calling….Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, Angels,  Animals 

and Readers!  Make sure you join us for the best show 

in town on Christmas Eve! 

The Christmas Eve Pageant takes place on 12/24 at 

4pm.  There are parts in the play for ALL ages!  This 

year will be the best one yet!  A HUGE thank you to 

our new directors, Lauren & Kalynn!  We will have 2 

quick rehearsals on Sunday 12/9 & 12/16  



The Children decorating the Jesse Tree,  

First Sunday of Advent.   

 

 

 

 

A Huge Thank You to all who took names last week!  Yes, all have been claimed and 

in the spirit of giving and your generosity, St. John’s will help more than 60 children 

have a Merry Christmas, by providing gifts for the children of the pre-school/pre-K  

program at the Red Bank YMCA.  We ask that all gifts be wrapped and tagged and 

returned by Sunday, Dec. 16.   

Meditation on Advent 
 

Waiting is something we do a lot. Women particularly have spent their lives waiting: 

waiting for the phone to ring, waiting for the baby to be born, waiting for someone to 

come home. My mother told me a good reason to learn to embroider or knit was 

because, as a woman, I would spend my life waiting and I might as well have something 

to do! 

Waiting . . . 

. . . those chairs near dressing rooms that are occupied this time of year by weary men 

sitting glassy eyed amid bags and boxes, waiting. Children checking their calendars, 

“How many days ’til Christmas?”—they’re waiting. An eagle sitting comfortably on top 

of a bare tree, the light shining on his feathers, turning to show his profile to watchers 

with a touch of vanity—he is sovereign of this site, but he too is waiting.  And yes, the 

people of God wait, too. But we, O most fortunate ones, wait for joy; wait for the wolf to 

accompany the lamb; wait, hearts filled with laughter; wait to bear witness to the light. 

And we do not wait in vain. By the very power of our expectation, by our very faith, our 

willing welcome, we assist in the annual birth of love, of hope, of innocence. This Advent, 

let us wait well, in faith, in hope, and in sympathy with one another—for together, we 

wait for joy! 

 

--The Reverend Barbara Deane Price 

Women’s Uncommon Prayers, Morehouse Publishing, Pg.285 



 

 

Reflections at the Rectory will held every Tuesday during Advent  

 December 4, 11, and 18  
at 7PM 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
 

A time for quiet conversation as we wait,  
watch and prepare for the coming of Christ. 

Year-End contributions must be received by December 27 for credit 

in the 2018 tax year. If you have any questions regarding your 

contributions, balance of your 2018 pledge, etc. please contact the 

parish office.  Help us end the year on a positive note through the 

fulfillment of your pledge!  Year End Statements will be mailed in  

early January.   

2019 Contribution Envelopes will be available shortly.  Watch for 

them by the staircase to the Upper Room. 



 

On Wednesday, December 5, noon, in the parish hall, all are welcome to 
enjoy ECW’s Advent/Christmas celebration and delightful, delicious 
luncheon of catered sandwiches from Sickles Market,  salads, members’ 
special holiday desserts, hot mulled apple cider, coffee, tea. Luncheon 
Cost: $10.  Our fantastic fund-raiser auction of treasures will entertain all.  
Free: friendship, fun, holiday good wishes and hugs galore.  In our spirit of 
outreach, we ask each member to donate 1 or 2 unwrapped toys for Ja-
son’s Dreams for Kids and 2 cans of nonperishable food for St. James’ 
Pantry.  Please RSVP to MaryAnn O’Connor or Linda Rizzo. 

     Mark your new 2019 calendars:          

 Wed., Jan. 2—No Meeting      

 Wed, Feb 6, noon- Evangelism Ministry: Cards of Friendship and Gratitude  

 Wed, March 6,  ASH WEDNEDAY, 9:30AM –Eucharist, ashes, followed by a 
light brunch. (Easter-April 21, 2019)                                                      

ECW thanks St. John’s parishioners for their heartfelt support and gen-
erous donations of toiletries and knitwear to make 58 ditty bags and extra 
supplies for Seamen’s Church Institute, 28 bags of donated winter coats, 
warm winter clothes and “Suited for Success” business attire for Lunch 
Break of Red Bank, and 5 boxes of knitwear, winter coats, jackets  and 
sweaters for Appalachia.   

ECW’s annual fund-raiser for our Outreach and Evangelism 

Projects:  Sale of our handmade Christmas and all-occasion 

cards and gift card holders, 5 cards for $10.   Still need more 

cards?  Please ask an ECW member.  Your support and partici-

pation are appreciated greatly!!  

 

Episcopal Church Women 



God Rest You Merry! 
By Mike Redpath 

 

Huh! He forgot a word! And, the punctuation is wrong!  

Nope. Both aging language and a misquote of the hymn “God Rest You Merry, 

Gentlemen” has resulted in a widely held misunderstanding of the first line of 

the famous Christmas carol.  And we could all use some of what the correctly 

understood opening of the carol offers. It is offering ongoing pleasantry, bounty, 

and prosperity. And the cause of it is the advent of Jesus Christ to save human-

kind! 

It has become the norm for folks to sing the carol as “God bless you, merry gen-

tlemen. In “The Christmas Carol,” Charles Dickens both incorrectly placed the 

comma that should precede gentlemen and used the word bless rather than 

rest.  

Can you imagine walking up to someone nowadays and exclaiming “God rest 

you merry!” Prepare for strange stares. What a blessing to offer someone, 

though.  

Here’s a fun exercise for Advent that will enrich your appreciation of the sea-

son. First, grab your Hymnal or go on-line and print the lyrics for “God Rest 

You Merry, Gentlemen,” Hymn 105. Read them gently and allow them to wash 

over you and touch your spirit. Engage the lyrics every morning between now 

and Christmas Day.  AND, even if just in your head, greet everyone with “God 

rest you merry!” 



Learn about The Source next Sunday, Dec. 9th 

Suzanne Keller, director of The Source at Red Bank Regional High School, will 

give a brief presentation at Coffee Hour next Sunday. 

 

The Source is a social service that provides free mental-health counseling for anxi-

ety and depression, suicide prevention services, academic support, preventative 

medical, dental and eye care, recreational and cultural events, and scholarship op-

portunities for students of all demographic backgrounds. 

 

                                                Join us this Sunday! 

                        Patience is the key.  

Pray for strength to keep on your feet. There are times when                

your eyes will be shutting with tiredness, spiritual, mental, emo-

tional and physical, and when you will have to prop them open. 

This is what it’s about: not an exciting battle, with adrenalin 

flowing and banners flying, but the steady tread, of prayer and 

hope and scripture and sacrament and witness, day by day and week by week. 

This is what counts; this is why patience is a fruit of the spirit. Read the story 

again. Remind one another of what Jesus said. Encourage one another. And keep 

awake. —N. T. Wright  

Advent for Everyone: Luke: A Daily Devotional (Kindle Locations 200-205).     

Presbyterian Publishing. Kindle Edition.  



  

“By his own will Christ was dependent on Mary during Advent: 

he was absolutely helpless; he could go nowhere but where she 

chose to take him; he could not speak; her breathing was his 

breath; his heart beat in the beating of her heart.... In the sea-

sons of our Advent - waking, working, eating, sleeping, being - 

each breath is a breathing of Christ into the world.”        

                                                                       —Caryll Houselander   

  Christmas at St. John’s 

Christmas Eve 
December 24 

4 p.m. Choral Eucharist with Children’s Pageant 

10 p.m. Vigil Mass  

 Christmas Day 
December 25  

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Hymns 

  

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

Christmas Memorial Flower Envelopes are in the pews. 

Please return them in the offering plate or to the Parish  

Office by December 16th to ensure being included in 

the Christmas Eve and Christmas bulletins.  

  



 

We invite you to pray for those in our parish fami-

ly and our friends who need our prayers.  Our 

prayer list in our bulletin is for you to take home 

and pray daily for those listed.  The list is below.  

Please call our office to add anyone. 

Raza Ali, Mike Biehl, Brother Richard Biernacki, 

Bruce & Lori Lynn, Carol Chonko,  Ramses Cloud, 

Andrew Cook, Mike & Laurie Ann Collins, Dor-

worth Family, Ed, Dave Feeney, Karen Feeney, Karina George, Rosemary & Jer-

ry Goebel, Alison Hayes, Emily Hayes, Nick Hubbard, Alvaro Jaramillo, Tami 

Jones, Kym, Michael Lima, Maria Madden, Marge Mistysyn, June & Rick Neal, 

Rene O’Neil, Loren Rabon, Mike Redpath, Eleanor Reese, Barry Jr., Grace Scott, 

Carol Simmons, Diane Steets, Joe Szekeres, Justin Tucker, Florence Wasek, 

Dawn, Philomena, Scott, Lou, Quartuci & Kalousdian families. 



 

                                             ST. JOHN’S  
                                           BOOK CLUB 

 

December 12- All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr—at Eliza Biehl’s 

 

Everyone is invited  

and encouraged to join.   

Just read the book and show up! 

2019 All Member Canvass    

A sincere Thank You to all members who have pledged.   

We are very grateful for the response so far.   

To date we have received 48 pledges for a total of $160,797.      

 

                                            

There is still time to pledge for 2019 

If you have not pledged yet, or misplaced your pledge card or need one for a 

first time pledge, there are blank pledge cards in the Narthex or you can call 

the Parish Office for one.  There is still time to get it in!  We will be formulat-

ing the budget for 2019 this week.  

 

 



 Ministry Opportunities 

Please pray about how you can get  involved in any of St. John’s                 
ministries, especially consider one of the following: 

 

 Usher Coordinator  Please call the Parish Office (732)741-7826  

 Altar Guild Member Talk to Mother Val or call the Parish Office 

 Hospitality Volunteer—Sign up on the list in the Parish Hall or ONLINE 

at: 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f45a9a72babfa7-fellowship4 

Adult Forum continues  

on Sunday mornings after the         

10 a.m. Mass. Grab some coffee and 

a snack, check in with friends, and 

then join us in the Library to go 

deeper into Sunday's Scripture    

readings or to explore whatever faith   

issue is on people's hearts. 



 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

325 LITTLE SILVER POINT ROAD 

LITTLE SILVER, NJ 07739 
ST JOHN’S OFFICE HOURS: 

 
 

Parish Administrator, Elaine Winkler 

           Monday thru Thursday 8am—12 noon 
 

Mother Val is in the office on Monday afternoon 

and Wednesday morning. Her sabbath day is 

Friday. Please do not hesitate to call the office if 

you need an appointment. 
 

Email: stjohnslittlesilver@verizon.net 

Phone: 732-741-7826 


