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A recent outing to the Tulip Festival in Jackson, NJ 

was abundant in beautiful blooms. (If you’ve never 

been there in April, I highly recommend going next 

year.) Color, color, everywhere! Row after uniform 

row of red, purple, white, pink and yellow. And every 

once in a while, there was an errant tulip that made a 

bold and joyous statement. The white one standing 

alone amongst the red parrot tulips in this photo 

reminded me of the Dr. Seuss quote: “Why fit in when 

you were born to stand out?” Indeed! What makes you 

‘you’ is what the world needs. Your unique talents, 

compassion, humor, and your way of interacting with 

others and creation are all God-given gifts, blessings 

to be shared. I think Jesus would agree with that.  

 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a 

hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 

puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 

house.” (Matthew 5:13-16) 
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Jesus called his followers from all walks of life: fishermen, businessmen, a tax 

collector, and even a zealot—but they were all called to be ‘fishers of men’. His 

followers were called to spread the Good News to bless others by using their 

unique gifts.  

   Two thousand years later the message is still the same. As Christians the 

challenge we face today is to stand out as lights in an increasingly dark world. 

If we want to stand out, if we want to make a difference in this world, then 

there's no way we can do that by fitting in…by doing what everybody else 

does. The only way to be seen and get Jesus’ message through to others, is by 

being different. Where the world seeks revenge, we are to offer forgiveness, 

mercy and love. We are to offer hope. We are called to be the hands, feet and 

heart of Jesus. We are to be blessers. “Why fit in when you were born to stand 

out?”   

   Presiding Bishop Michael Curry would say, the “Episcopal branch of the 

Jesus Movement” is comprised of multiple congregations that exist in unique 

contexts and have members with unique talents. While we have the same 

Lord, and are called to share the same message, the ways in which we do that 

varies from parish to parish. Most recently St John’s has shined the light of 

Jesus through our Mission Possible giving campaign during Lent. And the 

Sunday School children have joyfully collected loose change to provide 

nutrition to children in Tanzania in the form of milk. I don’t know of any 

other church that participates in such creative ministries. Let us continue to 

encourage each other—and the world—by following and shining the light of 

Jesus wherever we are called to minister in his name.       

   May God bless you for your generosity, compassion and love for each other—

and those in need. 

Easter blessings, 

      

Val+ 



There are only 2 Sunday school sessions left, 5/5 and 5/12 (Mothers Day) will be 
our graduation! 
 
I'm going to keep an eye on the weather if 5/5 looks beautiful and sunny, we will 
plant Adelaide's Garden.  If not, we will do it with graduation on 5/12. 
 
I want to personalize gifts/notes to each child for working so hard this 
year.  Kindly RSVP below for the dates your children will attend. 
 

  

They were all so AMAZING this year, it's all clicking and they tell me each 
week how they apply their faith into day to day life.  They have grown 
tremendously in prayer.  I often hear prayers of gratitude from them about their 
parents and all that you do!  Some of them are truly seeing signs from God, and 
some are taking a deep breath during a math test and Jesus gives them the 
answer, lol!  Some have also shared, Jesus is with them during hockey or 
rollerblading to protect them. (I reminded them to 
always wear a helmet : )   They crack me up, I'm 
thankful you share them with us!  The age range is 
huge, but we all come together each week and 
gain perspective from each other.  Their faith and 
friendships are strong, and they are truly shining!                                             

Kate  

 

Attending 
5/5 
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Embracing God’s Abundance 
By Mike Redpath 

 
Spring is a jubilant display of God's abundance. Living things awake with the 
warming temperatures and increased sunlight. Our senses are stimulated 
beyond being able to take in more than a small portion of God's creative work. 
Humans are challenged in being able to perceive God's abundant provision 
both because of our limited sensory capacity and our tendency to focus on 
what we don't have. 
 

Our entire lives benefit greatly when we commit ourselves to seeing God's 
blessings and appreciating them. Growing from a tendency to focus on scarcity 
to seeing abundance, and celebrating it, changes our entire outlook. And it puts 
us in synch with God’s economy; one where blessing flows freely. And one in 
which when we give freely, we bask in the flow of God’s abundant provision. 
 

God created us to be his companions in his phenomenal ongoing process of life 
and giving…loving…creating. Since Adam and Eve grabbed the one forbidden 
thing in the overflowing abundance of the Garden of Eden, humankind has 
focused on consuming and scarcity more than creating and abundance. Pause, 
look around you, and see, really see, how abundantly God provides for you. 
And respond in celebration, thanksgiving, and generous sharing. 



Deacon Eve is sleeping on the streets AGAIN!  

This time (the other time was in support of CH - Newark) as 
part of the St John's team for the 
Covenant House Sleep Out in 
Asbury Park! May 17 

This isn’t about pretending to be 
homeless. It’s an act of solidarity 
and a demonstration to homeless 

young people that we care - showing them that we 
will not ignore them. Nearly 200 homeless kids 
turn to Covenant House New Jersey for help every 
night! 

As part of the Sleep Out, we will raise funds and 
awareness for Covenant House, an organization 
that provides shelter, safety, and support to homeless and trafficked youth. The 
money we raise is put to work immediately, helping the lights on and the doors 
open for every young person who seeks help this year. St John's has supported 
them in the past. This one night can make a difference.  

We have set an ambitious fundraising goal, and can’t reach it without you. 
Please consider supporting St John's Cares  by making a donation to the 
Sleep Out. Any amount will help!! Here's a link to make a donation:             
https://www.sleepout.org/participant/Eve-Chamberlain   

And a link to our team page:                                                                               
https://www.sleepout.org/team/7711 

 

From the Deacon’s Desk!                                May  2019 



 

Come Feed Your Spiritual Life! 

Join us for lively conversation at 
 

TUESDAY,  MAY 7TH  

&  

TUESDAY, MAY 21ST,   

at 7PM 

ALL  ARE WELCOME!! 

Warden’s Update – May 2019 
 

      We are truly blessed to have a thriving community and ministry at          

St. John's.  Part of maintaining and enhancing St. John's superlative 

clergy, buildings, and grounds is ensuring that we remain financially 

sound now and in the future.  This is a responsibility that we all take very 

seriously, and to that end, we are exploring establishing a long-term 

planning team with Mother Val, some Vestry members, and other 

parishioners.  The purpose of the team would be to evaluate the financial 

and human resources that will be required not only for St. John's to 

maintain its current level of service and ministry, but to achieve its long-

term goals and aspirations.   

     We are also very pleased to announce that St. John’s will soon be 

installing a new, state-of-the-art air conditioning unit for the 

Sanctuary.  The funds for this exciting project are generously being 

provided by Linda Rabon as well as from donations made to St. John’s in 

loving memory of her husband, Loren.  Additionally, Golden Electric has 

indicated that they intend to donate the majority, if not all, of the cost of 

the labor for installation. We consider this to be a tremendous 

improvement to our buildings and grounds and are hopeful that the unit 

will be operational just in time for the summer heat.  Please join us in 

heartily thanking Linda and Golden Electric for this outstandingly kind 

and thoughtful gesture.  

 

Gregg Abella  

Junior Warden 

 



Thanks to everyone's generosity, pledges for Mission Possible 2019 reached 
$9,550.  We were just shy of our $10,000 goal. 

Shore House and Medical Mission to Ecuador are both honored and delighted 
to be the designated recipients and we can rest assured that our monies will be 
put to good use. 

Eileen Kennedy and Deacon Eve are both scheduled to attend an informal 
weeknight dinner at Shore House in May, to learn even more about the 
program and as a thank you for our contribution. 

Lastly, thank you for your patience in awaiting the Diocesan recipient of our 
grant.  Hopefully we will be able to announce that soon. 

As a reminder all contributions are due June 9th, 2019. 

Thank you for your participation and support. 

Erika Abella 
Mission Possible Coordinator 

        
                                                                                                                       

BLOOD DRIVE 
St. Johns is Partnering with Trinity Lutheran in Red Bank 

September 7, 2019 
Early sign up available! 

More information to come …….. 



               

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

 St. John’s Spring-Summer Clothing Collection for Lunch Break of Red 

Bank will be held on May 11-19.  Please bring clean, gently-used clothes for 

infants, children, women, and men in  black plastic bags labeled by gender 

and place them at the designated areas in the back parish hall.  Also, we 

welcome professional apparel for Lunch Break’s “Suited for Success” program that 

prepares teens and adults with employment skills, interview techniques and business 

clothing.  We thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.  Delivery will take place 

Monday, May 20th. 

 HELP! HELP! HELP!!!  The Nifty Knitters are in dire need of more 

knitters to make hats and scarves for Appalachia’s children and adults.  

Please contact Ann Dupree, 732-842-0988, of your knitting interest.  Ann 

will share patterns and she will even give you needles and yarn.  

 CARD-MAKING WORKSHOP, TUESDAY, JULY 9TH  1:00-3:00 PM  :                         

        The ECW will host its “making and decorating” vintage-style  

        Christmas and every-occasion cards to be sold at our Mini-Bazaar                                                                       

         in  November.  Custom made pre-orders are accepted, and prompt  

        delivery is guaranteed.  This is our major Evangelism/Outreach     

        Project.  Great fun!! Everyone at St. John’s is welcome to join this 

exciting afternoon!  Please RSVP to 

MaryAnn O’Connor or Linda Rizzo so  

            we have enough card supplies and snacks for all. 

Episcopal Church Women 

  EASTER BLESSINGS from ECW:  

At Easter and always, may God’s 

love fill your heart and bring joy 

and peace to you and your family.  



To my St. John's Parish Family -  

A heartfelt thanks to St. John's for 
supporting me in my 5th American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life!  

With your help I raised over $2,000, 
and the Dickinson Relay as a whole is    
almost at their goal of $40,000! 

Thank you again for being an 
incredibly supportive community.   
 
Sincerely,     

Kara Dixon  ♥ 



Help Support 

St Brigid’s Food Pantry        

  at St James’.  

Canned Goods, Pasta, Cereal and  

Baby Food are always needed. 

If you have a warm heart, a 

listening ear, and the gift of 

compassion, you can make a 

difference in the life of a hospice 

patient or family member. VNA 

Health Group is offering training 

for all individuals interested in 

becoming hospice volunteers in 

several counties throughout New Jersey. There are many rewards 

and opportunities available to hospice volunteers though home 

visitation, phone calls, companionship, administrative support, pet 

therapy, or phone calls from our office. Training will be provided by 

members of the VNAHG Hospice team on 3 consecutive : 

Thursdays,  April 18th,  25th , and May 2nd from 10 am till 3:pm at 

VNA Health Group, 23 Main Street, Suite D1 Holmdel, 

NJ. Volunteers must attend all 3 sessions.  To register, please 

contact Pauline De Palma, BSW (732) 224-6933    

We invite you to pray for those in our parish family and our 

friends who need our prayers.  Our prayer list in our weekly 

bulletin is for you to take home and pray daily for those listed. 

The list is below.  Please call the church office to add anyone. 
 

Raza Ali, Brother Richard Biernacki, Bruce & Lori Lynn, Mike & Laurie Ann 

Collins, Andrew Cook, Ed, Karen Feeney, Bob G., Karina George, Alison Hayes, 

Emily Hayes, Natalie Hewitt, Alvaro Jaramillo, Kym, Susan K., Sue Lutz, 

Jackie Mack, Maria Madden, Marina & Austin Liu Mello, Marge Mistysyn, 

Rick & June Neal, Rene O’Neil, Piper Palmieri, Don Rabon, Mike Redpath, 

Eleanor Reese, Barry Jr., Grace Scott, Ted & Grace Stampien, Diane Steets, 

Justin Tucker, Walter Zacharczyk, Alice, Annie, Blanche, Bob, Charles, 

Jennifer, Lois, Lou, Mark, Sabrina, Scott, Sally & family, Taryn & family. 



How can you help? 

 Sign Up for Fellowship Hour!  Please sign up to 

host a coffee hour after the 10 a.m. Sunday Mass.  

Your help in providing the treats will be greatly 

appreciated (coffee is provided). Use the sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board in the parish hall or sign-up 

online at: https://tinyurl.com/SJfellow19 
 

 We are in need of a few more USHERS………

Please contact the Parish Office                                    

to join this very important Ministry.         

                      Please Sign up today!  

 ST. JOHN’S BOOK CLUB 

 May 8  – White Teeth by Zadie Smith—  

                 at Linda’s home 

 June 12– The Woman in the Window  
                  by AJ Finn—at Pat’s home 

Everyone is invited and encouraged  

to join.   

Just read the book and show up! 

 

https://tinyurl.com/SJfellow19


 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

325 LITTLE SILVER POINT ROAD 

LITTLE SILVER, NJ 07739 
ST JOHN’S OFFICE HOURS: 

 
 

Parish Administrator, Elaine Winkler 

           Monday thru Thursday 8am—12 noon 
 

Mother Val is in the office on Monday afternoon 

and Wednesday morning. She may be at 

diocesan meetings or on pastoral visits on other 

days, but she is available for emergencies and 

can meet with you for pastoral appointments. 

Please do not hesitate to call the office if you 

need an appointment..  

Please note that her sabbath day is Friday.  
 


