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Reflections From the Rector 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 
Choices. Choices. Choices. 
 
Each day is filled with choices that change or inform us in some way. Last 
evening ten members of St John’s made the choice to attend the first 
gathering at the rectory for reflection and conversation about our individual 
and collective relationships with God. It was a warm, wonderful, welcoming 
gathering. Many thanks to Deacon Eve for facilitating the evening and for 
so graciously opening her home to us! 
 
This morning my email contained the following reflection: 
“Every time we make a choice we are turning some deep and inner part of 
ourselves into something a little different than it was before. We are slowly 
turning this inner part of ourselves into something that is in harmony with 
God and with God’s purposes in the world--or into something that is 
contrary to them. Each of us at each moment is progressing one way or 
the other.” 
--Br. David Vryhof, Society of Saint John the Evangelist 
 
Outside of weekly worship services, how much time do you choose to 
devote to your spiritual life, your relationship with God? If your answer is 
‘not very much,’ is it because you feel uncomfortable engaging in spiritual 
conversations, perhaps feeling like you have nothing to offer? If so, I urge 
you to come and be part of this group. It is not the least bit intimidating! A 
short video at the beginning of the meeting serves as the catalyst for the 
informal conversation that follows. We are all in different places of our 
spiritual journeys. Yet it is our differences that inform and enrich each 
other.  
 
So check your calendar and make a choice to attend the next gathering. 
You will be glad that you did. 
 
Blessings, 
Val+  

732.741.7826 • Email: stjohnslittlesilver@verizon.net 

Website:  www.stjohnsls.com 

 

Rector 

Rev. Valerie T. Redpath 

 

Deacon 

Rev. Eve Chamberlain 

 

Parish Administrator 

Janice Lima 

 

Treasurer 

Lyle Connor 

 

Music Ministers 

Karen Feeney 

James Scavone 

 

Sexton 

Orinzo Martinez 

 

Vestry 

Paul Chalifour 

Sr. Warden 

 

Hazel Kelly 

Jr. Warden 

 

John Davies 

Kate Galbavy 

Curt Goss 

Paula Hayes 

Eileen Kennedy 

Chris Nalbandian 

Tom Perez 

Amy Thomas 

Beverly Van Winkle 

Vol.46, No. 9 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All that I have is yours.  NOW WHAT??  Our Ministries Fair reminded us of the myriad ways we at 

St. John’s give our time and talent back to God.  That’s 2/3 of the stewardship equation.  The 

remainder is financial giving.  October is Stewardship Month.  Now we must begin to seriously and 

prayerfully ponder our financial giving back to God through our St. John’s pledge. 

                                             John Davies & Beverly Van Winkle 

 

 

Put Your Creativity to Work 

Join the Communications/Evangelism Team 

Enjoying creating Facebook and Instagram posts, tweets, artwork, and other 

imaginative means of communication may be God nudging you to make a difference 

in people's lives by applying those talents to communications at St. John's. 

St John's Communications/Evangelism Team plans to expand its already-active menu of communications tools. 

But, the team currently consists of only two people: Eileen Kennedy and Mike Redpath. It needs to grow.  

Joining the team doesn’t require much time. The time commitment is probably less than an hour a week, unless 

you want to do more. And most of it can be done from the convenience of your home at whatever time is 

convenient for you. Eileen and Mike will also coach you in whatever communications skills in which you need 

to grow. 

To explore this ministry to see if it fits for you, contact Eileen at efkennedy@gmail.com or Mike at 

mredpath@acreativeworld.com. 

 

 



Three Dollars Worth of  God 
 

I would like to buy three dollars worth of God, please. 
Not enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep, 
but just enough to equal a cup of warm milk or a snooze 
in the sunshine. 
I don’t want enough of God to make me love a black 
man or pick beets with a migrant. 
I want ecstasy, not transformation. 
I want warmth of the womb, not a new birth. 
I want a pound of the eternal in a paper sack. 
I would like to buy three dollars worth of God, please. 

 

 

 

     Mark Your Calendars— 

great things are happening at St. John’s! 

OCTOBER 

1 St. Francis Day 

22  Stewardship Sunday 
 

NOVEMBER 

2 All Soul’s Day Mass 

5  All Saint’s Day 

22   Thanksgiving Eve Mass 

DECEMBER 

3  Jesse Tree Sunday 

10 & 17  Pageant Rehearsals 

24   Christmas Eve 

25   Christmas Day 

 



 

In his book If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat, John Ortberg 
says he believes our courage or lack of courage is directly related to the size of our God. If 
we live with a small God, then we live in a constant state of fear and anxiety because 
everything depends on us. We cannot be generous because our financial security depends on 
us. We cannot take risks because our safety depends on us. 

So how do we enlarge our sense of God? And how do we find the wisdom and the courage to 
step out in faith? We do it by spending time in worship and in faith community — places where 
we are reminded about the grand story of God through time — the story of which we are a 
part. Places where we are reminded about God’s steadfast love for God’s people. Places where 
we hear stories of how God is working in the lives of others we know. We must be reminded of 
the ways God has acted in the past if we are to have courage and wisdom to step out in the 
future. 

 

—Jennifer Heinz, “Stepping out in faith,” Brookhaven Christian Church Web Site, November 
4, 2007. brookhavenchristian.org.  

 

 

Adult Forum continues  

on Sunday mornings after the 10 a.m. Mass. 

 

Grab some coffee and a snack, check in with 

friends, and then join us in the Library to go 

deeper into Sunday's Scripture readings or 

to explore whatever faith issue is on people's 

hearts. 

 



 

37th Annual 

Hunger 

CROP Walk 

Sunday, October 15 

beginning 2:00 p.m. at Red Bank Regional High School 

 

Help CROP Stop Hunger! 

To be a walker or sponsor contact:  

Hazel Kelly at hazelann0214@gmail.com 

 

Put this date on your calendars - Sunday, October 15th, 2:00 pm.  It's the 37th annual 

CROP WALK at Red Bank Regional High School. I would like to encourage everyone 

from our church to attend. What is the goal? The goal is to end hunger one step at a 

time. When we walk in the CROP Hunger Walk, we're providing micronutrients that 

support better health and development. We're helping communities gain access to 

safe water, and giving families the tools and training to grow or buy nutritious food. 

It's just a few hours on a Sunday afternoon, walking with friends and family. Please 

stop by Sunday after 10:00 am service to sign up to walk or sponsor someone to 

walk. For those who go to 5:30 pm Saturday service, there will be material in the 

parish hall. You are just as important, so come walk with us!  

Can't make the walk? Sign a sponsor sheet from one of our walkers in our church. 

Let's put St. John's on the map by walking and showing support. Questions? Email 

Hazel Kelly at hazelann0214@gmail.com. 

Thank you! Please come walk with me!   



 

Just as a small fire is 
extinguished by the storm 
whereas a large fire is 
enhanced by it — likewise a 

weak faith is weakened by predicament 
and catastrophes whereas a strong faith is 
strengthened by them. 

—Viktor Frankl, Austrian neurologist and 
psychiatrist and Holocaust survivor. 

 

 

A Belief Paradox 

The incessant marketing messaging to which we are subjected daily results in some 

challenging paradoxes for people's beliefs. 

I was reminded of one such paradox while sitting with some older church people at a diocesan 

conference. These were demonstrably faith-filled people. One of them leads a very active 

healing ministry. And the others were enthusiastic in their support of that ministry.  

The discussion eventually moved towards church finances. Soon, each person had expressed 

that they cannot afford to tithe because they are on a fixed income.  

The concern that tithing is not affordable is expressed by many faithful people. It certainly takes 

a leap of faith to commit that 10 percent of one’s income. But, what influences so many people 

to embrace the somewhat abstract idea of healing through prayer while doubting the teachings 

from the same Scripture of the same God about finances and tithing? The same loving God 

who heals certainly would not ask us to tithe and then leave us in need when we do. 

One answer is fairly simple. Fear is generated through the constant media messages that what 

we have is never adequate. God calls upon us to tithe and makes it clear that he provides for 

our needs. But, the distressingly more strident opposite messages from the media cause us to 

diminish that gracious relationship of provision. Our challenge is to prayerfully overcome the 

resistance fed by negative media messages and trust that God will provide as we grow towards 

tithing. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

                    From the Deacon’s Desk  

Our first Reflections at the Rectory has taken place and there will surely be 

more! Our next gathering will be Tuesday, October 10 at 7 p.m.  I hope that 

you might think about joining in sometime when your schedule allows. 

One of the blessings of St John’s is its warm and inviting community. What better way to deepen 

our spiritual journey than with that community. Reflections at the Rectory, as well as Adult Forum, 

coffee hour and our other group gatherings are wonderful ways to be together and share all the 

ways that God enriches our lives. These are safe places. The world can feel a little scary and un-

certain right now and it’s good to have a place where you can feel safe and surrounded by folks 

who love you. 

If you weren’t able to participate in the Reflections at the Rectory here is a link to connect you to the 

video we watched:  http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/celebrate-the-cracks 

The video is of The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers (Canon to the Presiding Bishop for Evangelism 

and Reconciliation) as she talks about her relationship with Jesus the Christ. Her approach is from 

a place of brokenness.  

Perhaps, as we did, you would like to contemplate this question:  “What is it about Jesus that stirs 

your imagination?” 

Canon Spellers offers this Benediction to deepen your reflection: 

That wound you are trying to hide? 

Bring it. 

Bring it to this table. 

God can take it. 
 

this God is not fragile, 

this God is not insecure, 

this God is not petty… 
 

this God is big. 
 

Bigger than anything you can bring to this table. 

So bring it. 

Bring it so God can bless it 

and then send you back out to be a blessing. 
 

Blessings for your journey, 

Eve  

The Rev. Eve Chamberlain, Deacon 



                                               

13th Annual Trinity Cathedral Community Day  & Golf Outing 

Monday, October 9, 2017, 10 AM 

Mercer Oaks—West Golf Course, West Windsor, NJ 
 

Bishop "Chip" Stokes will sponsor the "Chip" shot challenge-whereby you can compete for 
the best "chip" to the hole on one of the practice greens before or after the event and win a 

special prize. 
 
Your $175 registration fee includes breakfast, lunch and dinner as well as prizes,  

drawings and a silent auction. 

 

 

 

"God has a plan for your life- you don't want to miss it"* 

God created each one of us. He has a unique plan for each one of us. Life goes so much better 

when we follow God's plan. So why don't we? 

That not following has been the big question since the first humans, Adam and Eve, chose to 

disobey God. Humankind's decisions to go against God's plans, with disastrous results, fill history.  

God has blessed us with the freedom to make choices. With that freedom comes the ability to make 

choices that are not in our best interest, and we frequently do. The use of our time and our abilities 

is one of those areas. Every one of us is endowed with abilities to do work to the glory of God. “For 

we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand to be our way of life.” (Eph 2: 10) 

As our recent Ministries Fair demonstrated we have many good works for God going on at St. 

John's. They could all use more workers. 

Try this. Budget an hour a week to get involved in some new work at St. John’s; new for you or new 

for St. John's. Go to the ministries page on the St. John's website and look at the ministries that are 

there. Pray and listen faithfully for guidance.  Then volunteer to invest that one hour a week in the 

new work to which God is calling you. Your life will be enriched tremendously from your enriching of 

other people's lives by that ministry. We are blessed to be blessers! 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope.” (Jer 28: 11) 

*quote from "In Touch" interview with Dr. Charles Stanley 



   

                                               

 

 

 

BUDGET UPDATE 

    As of September 30, 2017 

  Total income:  175,887.36  

   Total expenditures:  183,445.93   

. 

ST. JOHN’S BOOK CLUB 
Wednesday, October 11,   7 p.m. 

The Tender Bar by JR Moehlinger  
 

J.R. Moehringer grew up captivated 

by the voice of his father, a New 

York City disc jockey who vanished 

before J.R. spoke his first word. 

Pressing an ear to the radio, J.R. 

would strain to hear the secrets of 

masculinity and identity. Though J.R.'s mother 

was his world, he craved something more, 

something  audible only in The Voice. 

At eight years old, unable to find The Voice on 

the radio, J.R. turned in desperation to the bar 

on the corner, where he found a rousing chorus 

of new voices. They taught J.R., tended him, 

and provided a kind of fathering-by-committee.  

In the grand tradition of landmark memoirs, The 

Tender Bar is suspenseful, wrenching, and 

achingly funny.. 
 

 

 

 

HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

As we get back to enjoying the camaraderie 

and treats at coffee hour after the 10 a.m. 

Sunday service, you are invited to sign up to be 

a host.  Your help in providing the treats will be 

most appreciated (coffee is provided).  Contact 

Chris Nalbandian with any questions at 

chris1@ehllc.net or 732-567-8185 OR sign up 

online at:  http://ww.signupgenius.com/

go/4090f45a9a72babfa7-fellowship2  

 

 

ST. FRANCIS DAY 

Sun., October 1 

Take the opportunity to give 

thanks for all God’s creation as we honor 

one of the most beloved saints of the 

Church.   

Sunday’s 10:00 Eucharist will be held in the 

parish hall.  All pets (including stuffed ani-

mals and photos of pets) are welcome, ei-

ther housetrained and on a leash or in a 

closed-bottom container. 



 

We invite you to pray for those in our parish family and our friends who 

need our prayers.  Our prayer list in our bulletin is for you to take home and pray 
daily for those listed.  The list is below.  Please call our office to add anyone. 

 

Dick Balmer, Mike Biehl, Bill Bowman, Bruce & Lori Lynn, Andrew Cook, Mike & 

Laurie Ann Collins, Mitties, Karen Feeney, Karina George, Alison Hayes, Emily 

Hayes, Alvaro Jaramillo, Kym, Maria Madden, Ann McClure, Marge Mistysyn, Pat 

Nelson, Rene O’Neil, Ron Portz, Mike Redpath, Loren Rabon, Lois Symons, Ray & 

Elizabeth Taylor, Phyllis & Ruch Tetley, Justin Tucker, Wes Tyson, Florence Wasek 
 

Our prayer chain has been actively praying for individuals as the requests come in.  If you are interested in being a 
pray-er, contact Hazel Kelly at hazelann0214@gmail.com.  Praying is something that can be done at your 
convenience...no meetings involved!  If you know of someone who needs prayer, let us know after getting their 
permission, and we will put that out on our confidential prayer chain. 
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The Rev. Valerie T. Redpath, Rector

 

September 20, 2017

Episcopal Relief & Development 
P.O. Box 7058 
Merrifield, VA   22116-7058 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

It is with great pleasure that we present you with these checks totaling $4820.00 from the congregation 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Little Silver, New Jersey.  Most of us were impacted greatly by 
“Superstorm Sandy” and will never forget the aid we received.   

We ask that you use the enclosed donations to help those people affected by Hurricane Harvey.  
Thank you for the incredible work you continue to do. 

Yours in Christ’s Love, 

The Rev. Valerie T. Redpath 

 

 



               

 

         

 

 

 

Episcopal Church Women  -   ECW 
  

EVERYONE IS AN ECW WINNER!   Join us in the parish hall on Wednesday, October 4, noon, for our 

ice cream social and the joy of winning spectacular treasures at our fabulous, fun-filled, fund-raiser 

auction and used book sale.  Plus preview our bazaar card sale.  Please bring your own lunch (, if ice 

cream is not enough!), 2 cans of nonperishable food for St. James Pantry or toiletries for Seamen’s 

Church Institute, auction donations and used books.  Free laughter, friendship, and ice cream sundaes 

and sodas.  Please RSVP Nancy Foster, 732-542-5390, or Mary Ann O’Connor, 732-890-5677. 

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS:                                                                                                               

Oct. 21-29-Fall/Winter Clothing Collection for Lunch Break of Red Bank & Appalachia.                                                                                                                                                          

Oct. 29-Blessing of the Monday Night Nifty Knitters’ SCI knitwear during the 10AM Mass.                                         

Oct. 30-Delivery of winter clothing collection to Lunch Break, brunch at Perkins.                                                                                             

Early Nov.-Shipment of winter coats, jackets and knitwear to Appalachia.                                                                                                    

Nov. 1, noon-Paige from Seamen’s Church Institute, assemble holiday ditty bags.  

Nov. 11-12, 18-19 after each Mass, ECW Christmas Bazaar-Sale of birthday and Christmas cards and 

gift card holders for parishioners.                                                                                     

Dec. 6, noon-Christmas Luncheon, Toy donations for Jason’s Dreams for Kids. 

 

 

FALL/WINTER CLOTHING COLLECTION for Lunch Break of Red Bank and 

Appalachia:  Request: Winter jackets, coats, raincoats, sweaters, pants, 

sweatsuits, bathrobes, boots, mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, socks.  Special Need: 

Plus Size clothes.  Business apparel for their “Suited for Success” program is 

appreciated also.  Please bag and label MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN, INFANTS, 

and place your bags at the designated signs inside the back parish hall.    

 

 

SEAMEN’S CHURCH INSTITUTE, Nov. 1:  Your generous donations of toiletries (bath soap bars, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, shampoo, unscented lip balm, shaving cream, razors, deodorant, 

unscented lotions and hand cream), sealed bags of wrapped hard candy, gum, prepaid phone cards, and 

puzzle books (Sudoku, word-finds) will help support the Seamen’s Church Institute and its holiday gift 

bag project.  The 3-bag container for your contributions is located in the lobby outside the church office 

now through November 1.  SCI’s Paige will guide our assembly of holiday ditty bags for seamen and 

seawomen.  Bravo to the Nifty Knitters and their wonderful, rewarding ministry!!   They knitted over 80 

sets of hats/cowls and hats/scarves for the Seamen’s Church Institute and Appalachian groups in need. 

All SCI knitted offerings will be blessed by Mother Val+ on October 29, during the 10 AM Mass. 
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MONDAY NIGHT NIFTY KNITTERS 
 
The Monday Night Nifty Knitters is a remarkable 
group of women and man who create knitwear for many 
purposes every other Monday night at Ann Dupree’s 
home.  As you may have seen at our Ministries Fair 
display, we knit and crochet prayer shawls for the 

infirmed, newborn and premie caps for Riverview Medical Center’s youngest, 
helmet liners for the military, and 80+ sets of knitwear for Appalachia and 
Seamen’s Church Institute, including 26 hat-scarf sets, 26 hat-cowl sets, 
individual hats, scarves and cowls.  One box of knitwear was shipped already to 
Appalachia, and a second box will be sent by mid-October.  A new project of 
teddy bears brings even more happiness to the children of Appalachia.  On 
Sunday, Oct 29, Mother Val+ will bless the SCI items.  For more details about 
this wonderful ministry, please call Ann Dupree, 732-842-0988. 


