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Reflections From the Rector 
 

Your problem is how you are going to spend this one odd and  
precious life you have been issued. --Anne Lamott 

  
  I am feeling nostalgic lately. My recent High School reunion was an 
opportunity to reconnect with old friends, even a few who attended  
kindergarten with me. We wore name tags (the women’s tags had our 
maiden names on them), but they lacked yearbook pictures so it was a 
challenge to recognize each other after so many years apart. We spent a 
great deal of time staring at each others faces for a hint of the ‘familiar.’ 
How could we have aged so much? What’s with the grey hair and    
orthopedic shoes? Do I look that old? Wasn’t it just a few years ago 
that we were acting in the Senior Play together? Serving on Student 
Council? Cheering for our undefeated football team? Many had stories 
to tell of children and grandchildren, the death of spouses, moves to 
other states and countries, and of the career paths they followed after 
graduation. Some took multiple paths over the years, their most recent 
one being the job of “retirement.” But none of the retirees were willing 
to sit back and do nothing. They felt that they had more to give. They 
had part-time jobs or did volunteer work. I smiled as I pictured a one-
time ‘jock’ finding joy and new life serving as a elementary school 
crossing guard. Sweet! 
 Perhaps the most memorable moment came when we were pointed to 
a table off to one side. It was set with glowing votive candles surround-
ing a list of names of classmates who had died. Amid some tears we 
stood and shared memories...how former classmate had touched our 
lives with their unique gifts, joy, kindness and encouragement.   
 When asked how I was spending my “odd and precious” life, my   
disclosure that I am an Episcopal priest was met with curiosity and      
eagerness to share their own spiritual journeys. A set of twins were a 
non-denominational pastor and deacon; another sang in her Temple. 
Whether Christian or Jew each expressed a yearning for a closer rela-
tionship with God. For some it was through prayer and liturgies; for 
others it was sacred or modern Christian music that drew them closer to 
our Creator. They expressed appreciation for their early religious     
upbringing. They recognized the blessings of this life and expressed 
determination to use their lives in service for the sake of others. We 
concluded that it might have taken many years, but we solved the 
‘problem’ of what to do with what life we had left: to be a blessing to 
others—because that was the work of a life well spent.  
                       In Christ,       
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                          ON SAINT JOHN’S DAY  2018 

                            WE WELCOMED TWO NEW ACOLYTES:  

 

                             HUNTER GALBAVY AND BEN LAURO 

 

                      What a wonderful day it was!  

Enjoyed fabulous fellowship and food Blessed backpacks, totes, briefcases,  
and purses 



 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Sunday, October 14th at 10am  
in the Parish Hall 

 
All pets are welcome. Dogs on leashes, cats in 
carriers, birds in cages...snakes and crawling pets 
in containers. If your pet can’t join us, bring a 
photo. If your favorite ‘pet’ is a stuffed animal, 
bring them along as well. All are welcome!   
A great time to invite your friends and family. 

Don’t  Forget  

St Brigid’s Food Pantry                    

at St James’.  

Canned Goods, Pasta, Cereal and 

Baby Food are always needed. 



From the Deacon’s Desk                                                                     October 2018 

I saw flyer in a church I visited recently– which I will quote below – and as I 

reflected on all that it captured and indicated I thought: Is this something I 

can say? Is this something St John’s could say? Would say? What do you 

think? 

WELCOME! 

We extend a special WELCOME to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, straight, filthy rich, 

dirt poor, no hablan ingles, democrat, republican. We extend a special welcome to those who are 

crying newborns, broken hearted, or are in need of a safe place. 

We WELCOME you if you love to sing or would rather not. You are welcome here if you are just 

browsing, just woke up, or just got out of jail.  

We don’t care if you’re not sure there is a God, or if you have never been to church. We extend a 

special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who were forced 

to grow up way too fast. WELCOME soccer moms, Nascar dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-

sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery and those who are 

still addicted. 

We WELCOME you if you’re having problems or if you are down in the dumps or if you don’t like 

organized religion. If you blew all your offering money gambling, you’re WELCOME here. 

We offer a special WELCOME to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t 

spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church. We welcome those who are 

inked, pierced, or both. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had 

religion shoved down their throats as kids, or got lost in traffic and ended up here by mistake. We 

WELCOME tourists, seekers, and doubters, bleeding hearts and bleeding stomachs.  

We welcome YOU. 

What do you think? Do we extend a radical welcome to all? It’s given me pause to think about what 

it means to “welcome” – whether at church or in my home, on my commute or in my life. I’d love to 

hear your thoughts! 

Blessings to each of you!     Eve 



 

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR OUTREACH NEWS! 

 

 

 

 

A new Outreach Committee is being formed. If you are    

interested in joining this group to help develop a plan of 

outreach efforts for  

St John's, please contact                   

Deacon Eve at eychamb@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School began the year with an epic adventure to the Australian Outback!  We 

learned about Australian Culture, people and animals.  The Outback can be a scary 

place - as our special guest, Frankie Lee Scared, aka Suzanne 

Gasperino showed us!  She was able to trust in god, and share 

her fears with us. Together we learned that it’s ok to be scared in 

different situations, but God will always be with you as your 

wingman! 

We continued to build our courage by - Having the Courage to 

Encourage others!  We had a great object lesson game!  We had 

so much fun, I forgot to snap a pic! 

Congratulations to two of our Sunday school students; Ben Lauro and 

Hunter Galbavy.  They embraced the opportunity to serve God at the 

next level as our newest Acolytes!!!!  Ben and Hunter successfully com-

pleted training with Mother Val and Deacon Eve, and were incredibly 

proud to serve and celebrate!  Thank you Mother Val and Deacon Eve 

for an incredibly beautiful and special day! 

Sunday school is back in session on 10/21!  Only 8 Sunday School Ses-

sions till Christmas!  We have to make them count!   

Why commit to Sunday school? Students and teachers are a blessing to each other. It’s 

a safe environment where kids can relate on all levels at all ages. They build a founda-

tion that will last them a LIFETIME! 

Life gets hard, and complicated - but when you have a strong faith foundation you 

have the courage and confidence to get through any situation!  This is an incredible gift 

to your children! 

     Thank you for all of your support!  It’s going to be a fantastic year filled    

with Faith Adventures, Community Outreach, Kindness, Mindfulness     

and putting our Faith into Action! 



 

ECW will hold its semi-annual CLOTHING COLLECTION to benefit Lunch Break 

of Red Bank, from October 20-28.  Please bring nearly-new, clean AUTUMN/

WINTER clothes for men, women, children, and “Suited for Success” business      

apparel in labeled bags and place them in designated areas in the back of the parish 

hall.  Please bring WINTER CHILDREN’S JACKETS AND COATS for Appalachia 

Ministry to be shipped ASAP.  We thank you in advance for your generous dona-

tions.  

Seamen’s Church Institute will visit St. John’s on Wed., Nov. 7, Noon.  At that time, 

the Monday Night Knitters with their 90 sets of hats, scarves and cowls and ECW 

will assemble holiday ditty bags for seamen and seawomen (yes, they exist) coming 

into NJ ports on container ships in November and December.  We would appreciate 

donations of full size and mini size body wash, bars of soap, hand lotion, hand    

sanitizers, combs, toothpaste, toothbrushes, individual packets of tissues, unscented 

lip balm, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, sample size women’s cosmetics and 

moisturizers, sanitary personal products, sealed bags of wrapped hard candy, gum, 

puzzle books (crosswords, word search, sudoku), sealed decks of playing cards,    

prepaid phone cards, and unused Christmas cards with envelopes.  Please place 

your items into the box that is in the lobby of the parish business office entrance.  

All of your kind contributions are appreciated. 

Mark your calendars:    

  
    

 Saturday, Oct 20-28-Fall/Winter Clothing Collection for                                                                         

Lunch Break and  Appalachia Project  

 Monday, Oct 29-Delivery to Lunch Break 

 Wednesday, Nov 7, noon-Seamen’s Church Institute: assemble ditty bags and 

include hats, cowls, and scarves knitted by the Nifty Knitters                                                  

 Wednesday, Dec 5, noon-Advent Luncheon and Auction 

Episcopal Church Women 



In God we (might, should, can) trust 

By Mike Redpath 

 

Do you notice that when you use God’s provision first for yourself, you often run up against 
a limit, an insufficiency?  Yet, when you give to others and to God’s work in the world gen-
erously first, there is always more than enough; an abundance.  That is how God’s economy 
works.  Look at the great things that come about through your support of Episcopal Relief 
and Development, Seamen’s Institute and Mission Possible, to name just a few outlets.  Yet, 
when you give to those, you are not left wanting. 

God’s economy is the only real economy.  As the creator of all that is, he also created the 
rules by which he wants it all to function.  Yet most of us tend to follow the urging of the 
marketplace economy in which we live.  

We live continually with the sense of insufficiency that is the hallmark of that marketplace 
economy.  Thousands of times a day the market place proclaims to us that we need to buy 
something more, something better, something different in order to have enough or be good 
enough.  We respond by shortchanging God, by saying yes to the marketplace before saying 
yes to the one who provides all that we have. 

It is rather ironic that the currency and coinage of the realm in which most of us trust God 
least, our money, bears the phrase “In God we trust.”  Perhaps we would grow to trust God 
for guidance in our finances if we put some coins around our houses in key spots to remind 
and reinforce “In God we trust.” 



Warden’s Update – October 2018 
 
The cooler weather of autumn will hopefully be here soon following a very hot and 
often wet summer.  Attendance was generally light during the Sundays in the 
summer. We bid farewell to Liz and Bob Dennis in July.  They have been very  
active members providing much service to our church for many years.  They have 
relocated to Virginia.  We wish them well as they begin this new venture in their 
lives. 
 
St. John’s Day was well attended and very successful.  Sunday school resumed 
and there was an enthusiastic group of youngsters in church.  Mother Val per-
formed blessing of the backpacks.  Also, during the service, Hunter Galbavy and 
Ben Lauro proudly were welcomed to the acolyte ministry and their faces beamed 
with pride and they did a great job for their first time serving.  We have not had 
any acolytes for some time and it was wonderful to have them commissioned. 
The brunch that followed was the usual delicious experience for all.  Thanks to 
everyone that helped set up, provide food and clean up. 
 
The physical appearance of the church is looking excellent both inside and 
out.  Most of the renovations have been completed following the winter flood. The 
outside of the church was painted, which was long overdue and required perse-
verance.  The painters did their work graciously working during the hottest part of 
August scraping and painting and making repairs.  Take a walk around and take 
a good look.  The transformation is incredible! 
 
Shrubbery was trimmed in from of the parish hall, which was badly needed and 
the bushes are looking much better.   
 
The annual Crop Walk is scheduled for October 21 and there should be literature 
and sponsor forms available soon.  Let’s try to support this cause as we always 
have done.   
 
The Prayer Warrior list was updated and if you have anyone that needs to contin-
ue to be on the list contact either Mother Val or Hazel Kelly.  Vicki Iannarone    
offered to cover the overseeing of the Prayer Warriors while Hazel is on vacation 
so reach out to her between 9/27-10/8 if you have any requests. 
 
Please feel free to contact either of us if you have any concerns or questions. 
 

Hazel and Tom  
 
 



       Volunteers Needed 
              Are you interested?  

   Feeling called to these Ministries? 

Please pray about how you can get  involved in 
any one of these special ministries  at St. John’s. 
 

 

 Usher Coordinator  Please call the Parish Office (732)741-7826  

 Altar Guild Member Talk to Mother Val or call the Parish Office 
 

 

 Do You Enjoy the Fellowship of Coffee Hour after the Sunday service? 

Can you lend a hand with this ministry?  

    How does the saying go……..Many hands make light work?  

WE NEED HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS  

As we get back to enjoying the camaraderie and treats at coffee hour after the 

10 a.m. Sunday service, you are invited to sign up to be a host.  Your help in 

providing the treats will be most appreciated (coffee is provided).   

Please contact Chris Nalbandian @ chris1@ehllc.net 
SIGN UP on the list in the Parish Hall or ONLINE at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f45a9a72babfa7-fellowship4 



Change of address: 
 

Bob & Liz Dennis 

4894 Lucretia Way 

Williamsburg, VA 

23188 

We invite you to pray for those in our parish fami-

ly and our friends who need our prayers.  Our 

prayer list in our bulletin is for you to take home 

and pray daily for those listed.  The list is below.  

Please call our office to add anyone. 

Raza Ali, Mike Biehl, Brother Richard Biernacki, 

Bruce & Lori Lynn, Carol Chonko,  Ramses Cloud, 

Andrew Cook, Mike & Laurie Ann Collins, Jeff 

Dorworthy & Family,  Karen Feeney, Karina George, Rosemary & Jerry Goebel, 

Alison Hayes, Emily Hayes, Nick Hubbard, Alvaro Jaramillo, Tami Jones, Kym, 

Michael Lima, Maria Madden,  Marge Mistysyn, Rene O’Neil, Loren Rabon, 

Mike Redpath, Eleanor Reese, Barry Jr., Grace Scott, Carol Simmons, Diane 

Steets, Joe Szekeres, Justin Tucker, Florence Wasek, Dawn, Philomena, Scott, 

Lou, Quartuci & Kalousdian families. 

Adult Forum continues  

on Sunday mornings after the 10 a.m. 

Mass. Grab some coffee and a snack, 

check in with friends, and then join us 

in the Library to go deeper into Sun-

day's Scripture readings or to explore 

whatever faith issue is on people's 

hearts. 



“An intentional spiritual dietary plan is as essential to your spiritual growth   as a 

deliberate dietary plan is fundamental to your physical well-being.” 

-- Patricia Ennis, Christian Author 
  

Come Feed Your Spiritual Life!! 
Join us for lively conversation  

at 
 

 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER 2 AND 16 

at 7PM 
 

ALL  ARE WELCOME!! 

"Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure
--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of 
measure it will be measured to you in return."     Luke 6:38 

There are many ways we at St. John’s can give our time, talent and treasure 

back to God.  October is Stewardship Month.  It is time to seriously and 

prayerfully consider our financial giving back to God through our St. John’s 

pledge.  Stewardship Sunday is October 28th.  Please watch for more details 

to follow of our Every Member Canvass for 2019.                                                                              

                                                                                      From the Vestry  



 

                                             ST. JOHN’S  
                                           BOOK CLUB 

 

October 10- A Gentleman From Moscow  by Amor Towles—at Pat McTighe’s  

November 14- The Children’s Blizzard by David Laskin—at Paula Hayes’s 

December 12- All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr—at Eliza Biehl’s 

 

Everyone is invited  

and encouraged to join.   

Just read the book and show up! 

“Just when summer gets perfect--fresh nights, soft sun, casual breezes, crushingly 

full and quietly cooling trees, empty beaches, and free weekends-- it ends.  

Life is like that too. Just when we get it right, it starts to change.  

The job gets easy and we know just how to do it, and they tell us we're retired.    

The children grow up and get reasonable and they leave home,  

just when it's nice  to have them around. . . .  

That's life on the edge of autumn.  

And that's beautiful--if we have the humility for it.” 
--Sr. Joan D. Chittister 

"For some of us, books are as important 

as almost anything else on earth. What a 

miracle it is that out of these small, flat, 

rigid squares of paper unfolds world   

after world after world, worlds that sing 

to you, comfort and quiet or excite you. 

Books help us understand who we are 

and how we are to behave. They show us 

what community and friendship mean; 

they show us how to live and die."  

 —Anne Lamott 
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38th Annual Hunger 

   CROP Walk 

                 Sunday, October 21, 2018  Rain or Shine! 

 

Red Bank Regional High School is both the start and the finish. There is plenty of 

parking.  Registration opens at 1:00 PM, the walk starts at 2:00 PM. 

 

The walk is about 5 kilometers which is about 3 1/2 miles. It goes from RBRHS to 

Broad and Front Street, Red Bank, south to Pickney and back to RBRHS along 

Rumson Road. 

 

Water stops along way, rest stop on Broad Street. Easy walk, no hills. Dogs on 

leashes allowed. Ice Cream and Apples at end. 

 

See Fred and Terry Horney for registration materials. 732-741-4243 

 

Please bring Peanut Butter, Dry Rice, Dry Beans or Canned Soup to the walk for 

Lunch Break.  

 

Donations: 

Checks made out to "CWS/CROP" or "Red Bank CROP Walk". Can be given to 

any walker or Fred or Terry Horney. 

 

Donate online at: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/redbanknj/Team/View/88260/

St-Johns-Episcopal 

 

Local Recipients include: 

 

Lunch Break 

HABCORE 

Family Promise 

ASLAN Youth Ministries 

Calico Food Pantry 

 

Last year St. John’s raised $1,300!  

http://www.redbankcropwalk.com/


Discover the Joy of being a Hospice 

Volunteer 

If you have a warm heart, a listening ear, and 

the gift of compassion, you can make a differ-

ence in the life of a hospice patient or family 

member.  VNA Health Group is inviting indi-

viduals interested in becoming hospice volun-

teers to join our team in Monmouth, Middlesex 

and Ocean Counties. Training will be provided. 

There are many rewards and opportunities available 

to hospice volunteers through home visitation, com-

panionship, administrative support, pet therapy, or 

any complimentary therapies. . Please call Pauline De 

Palma, BSW (732) 224-6933 or email your con-

tact  information: pauline.depalma@vnahg.org   For 

more  information about VNAHG volunteer services 

visit www.vnahg.org 

Women's Prayer Retreat:  
Praying with the church mothers and Christian mystics 

 
Saturday, October 6, 2018 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Christ Church, 500 4th St. Riverton, NJ 

Contact Mary Anne Clisham at 609-394-5281, Ext.10 
 

Leader: The Rev. Canon Jayne J. Oasin  
$10 Suggested donation at the door 

Sponsored by the ECW of the Diocese of New Jersey 

mailto:pauline.depalma@vnahg.org
http://www.vnahg.org


 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

325 LITTLE SILVER POINT ROAD 

LITTLE SILVER, NJ 07739 
ST JOHN’S OFFICE HOURS: 

 
 

Parish Administrator, Elaine Winkler 

           Monday thru Thursday 8am—12 noon 
 

Mother Val is in the office on Monday afternoon 

and Wednesday morning. Her sabbath day is 

Friday. Please do not hesitate to call the office if 

you need an appointment. 
 

Email: stjohnslittlesilver@verizon.net 

Phone: 732-741-7826 


