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Reflections From the Rector 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

I hope you have found time for re-creation during these hot, muggy 
summer months. We are very thankful for the air-conditioning in the 
church office and in the upper room that is sometimes used for worship  
on the weekends. Our friendly mailman appreciates the opportunity to 
cool off and have a drink of water when he stops in each day with the 
mail. 
 

There has been a lot of activity at St John’s lately. Painters have been 
restoring the exterior of the church to its former glory (see photos on 
pages 12 & 13). Douglas Silk, our sexton, has been making minor    
repairs to the facilities. Most recently he has painted the walls in the 
sacristy, the room where vestments and vessels are kept. Cabinets  and 
drawers have been cleaned out and organized. Unfortunately, the     
damage from the flooding in January left many areas of our facilities in 
need of repair. Replacing sheetrock, painting walls, and replacing floor-
ing took months to complete and some areas were left in a state of    
disarray. The choir room has been “put back together” after many long 
months of repair and restoration. The library is still in a state of flux 
while we await new bookcases that will replace the ones that were    
removed because of water damage. We are also expecting the           
installation of new insulation under the floors of the offices and library 
to take place in the near future. If you haven’t seen the renovations to 
the  offices, workroom, library and choir room please stop by and take a 
look around. We will be happy to show you all the updates.  
 

A water incident that took only hours to destroy so much property has  
taken many months to repair. But as Bishop Councell was fond of     
saying: “God is good...all the time. All the time...God is good.” God has 
provided this congregation with incredible vestry leaders who were/are 
so  gracious and willing to offer their wisdom, time and talent through-
out the process. I am so grateful for wardens Hazel and Tom, and espe-
cially for John Davies who contacted and organized the many contrac-
tors and dealt with Church Insurance. You are all a blessing to so many; 
may you be blessed.  
 

In Christ, 

 



ALL ARE WELCOME! 

BACKPACK BLESSING on Sunday,  

September 16th at the 10am Mass. 

 

What???  You don’t have a backpack? 

No problem— 

Bring your  briefcase, tote bag...and ladies, bring 

your purses (because you know that’s where all the 

important stuff is kept).  

We go out into the world each and everyday,      

hopefully learning something new and bringing and being the Good News of     

Jesus to everyone we meet in school, on the job, or interacting with others in the 

community. Prayers will be offered, and your bag will be blessed. Invite your 

family, friends and neighbors. 

JOIN US FOR OUR ST JOHN’S DAY CELEBRATION  

on Sunday, September 16th  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL starts at 10am in the upper room. 

CHORAL EUCHARIST at 10am  

with 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS, Totes and Bags 

              The children join the congregation for worship at the Peace. 

 

              Followed by FELLOWSHIP and FOOD in the Parish Hall. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 



               

Back to Sunday School! 

On Sunday, September 16th, Sunday School is 
back in session!  This year we will be using the High 
Point  Curriculum, that has the flexibility to accommo-
date all ages and learning styles! 

We will be starting the year with the theme of        
Courage. Each theme instills a powerful Bible charac-
ter trait, that kids quickly learn, and begin living out at 
home and school.  This curriculum uses an Active Site 
Rotation Model - keeping kids involved by rotating 
from: 

Take Off - Builds excitement about the lesson 

Hub discussions - Interactive teaching 

Connecting Flights - Discussion on how we take the lesson to the next level and 
what else we can relate to it. 

Landing - How we land and apply this lesson in our life! 

The core Bible principles are reinforced through a journey that also teaches about 
foreign geography and cultures. 

Our first journey destination will be a surprise, but the theme is Courage.  We 
could all use a little extra courage this time of year.  We will be relating this to the 
Best Selling Book, “Restart”.  Once we develop and realize the power of courage, 
we will learn to have the Courage to Care for others in need. 

We are very excited to bring this to the class, our hope is that they Get each Point, 
and Live it for Life! 

 

 



 

All women of St. John’s and guests are welcome to attend the start of our 

ECW fall season of friendship, fun, food, and fabulous programs.  We shall 

gather on Wednesday, September 5, noon, in the parish hall.  There will be 

a buffet salad luncheon, and each member/ guest is asked to bring a cold  

salad to share with other attendees.  Delicious desserts and beverages will be 

provided. Also please bring 2 cans of nonperishable food for St. James Food 

Pantry. Please RSVP to Mary Ann O’Connor, 732-747-3861, or Linda Rizzo, 

732-741-5339, if you are able to attend. 

                           Future 1
st

 Wednesday ECW Meetings:                                                                                                      

Oct. 3- Ice Cream Social, Women of the Bible: Abigail, Leah (and Rachel)                                                             

Nov 7- Seamen’s Church Institute, Assemble Ditty Bags                                                                                      

Dec 5- Advent Luncheon and Auction 

St. John’s Autumn Used Clothing Collection for Lunch Break of Red 

Bank and Appalachia Used Coats Ministry will be held Saturday, Oct. 20 

to Sunday, Oct. 28.  More details in Oct.’s Messenger. 

On Wed., Nov 7, St. John’s ECW and the Monday Night Knitters will network 

with Seamen’s Church Institute to provide Christmas ditty bags and hand-

made scarves, cowls and hats to seamen (and women) aboard container 

ships entering NJ harbors in Nov and Dec. We would appreciate your dona-

tions of toiletries (shampoo, razors, combs, toothbrushes & paste, deodorant, 

etc.), hard candy, puzzle books, phone cards.  Please place your items in the 

SCI box outside the staff office in the parish hall.  We thank you in advance.  

More about this important ministry in October’s Messenger and weekly church 

bulletins.                                     

                                                        Mary Ann O’Connor and Linda Rizzo          

Episcopal Church Women 



 

                   Mark your calendars:     

    

 Wednesday, Oct. 3, noon-Ice Cream Social, Women of the Bible: Abigail, Leah 

 Wednesday, Nov 7, noon-Seamen’s Church Institute: assemble ditty bags and 

include hats, cowls, and scarves knitted by the Nifty Knitters                                                  

 Wednesday, Dec 5, noon-Advent Luncheon and Auction 

 Sunday Oct 21-28-Fall/Winter Clothing Collection for   

      Lunch Break and  Appalachia Project  

 Monday, Oct 29-Delivery to Lunch Break 

 

TBA  November-Christmas Mini Bazaar-Sale of (handmade) Christmas and  Special 

Occasion Cards and Gift Card Holders  

  FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS  

SUNDAY, September 9th at 10 a.m.  

Saturday evening at 5:30  



Warden’s Update – August 2018 
 

As in previous years with the advent of summer our worship schedule changed to 
include the Saturday evening service at 5:30 PM and a single service at 9:00 AM on 
Sunday. The heat, rain and vacation season all impacted Sunday attendance.  
 

While the Sunday School and Reflections at the Rectory took a summer hiatus, the 
Book club, prayer committee, ECW, the Men’s Group and the knitters group con-
tinued to meet regularly.  
 

Although summer has slowed many activities, we are happy to report that all the 
renovations have been completed in the Office, Library, Choir Room and Vestibule 
from the burst pipes last winter. Many thanks to John Davies for the many hours 
spent coordinating all the work and dealing with the insurance company. 
 

We are also happy to report that we have undertaken the much needed task of    
having the exterior of the church painted. While there was some evidence of the   
deterioration in the front of the church, the worst areas were in the back and right 
side. Unfortunately, during the inspection it was found the old paint contained lead, 
which increased the cost substantially to have it removed properly. It was necessary 
to schedule the work while the Preschool was out of session during the month of 
August. Many thanks to Hazel for taking on the task of securing the bids and work-
ing with Perfectionist Painting to see the job to completion. 
 

Saint John’s once again participated in Little Silver Day, which was a great         
outreach experience. 
 

We regret to report that Curt Gross tendered his resignation from the Vestry and as 
Usher scheduler. Greg Abella has agreed to fulfill his term on the Vestry. Greg has 
served previously and has extensive experience in finance, which should be of great 
help. Thank you Curt for your many years of service. 
 

We continue to have difficulty finding volunteers to host the coffee hour after the 
Sunday service. If you would consider volunteering please sign up on line or on the 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 
 

We appreciate those of you who have been able to maintain your giving during the 
summer and ask that those of you that might have slipped, to try to catch up as best 
you can, which will help to keep our cash flow positive. 
 

We look forward to returning to our Fall schedule on September 9th, with the     
Sunday School resuming on the 16th.  
 

Minutes from the Vestry meeting are posted on the bulletin board. 
 
Best regards,   
Hazel and Tom 



Volunteers Needed 

Are you interested?  
Feeling called to these Ministries? 

 
Please pray about how you can get involved  in any one of these 

special ministries here at St. John’s. 
 
 

 Usher Coordinator  
Please call the Parish Office (732)741-7826 

For more information 
 

 Altar Guild Member 
Talk to Mother Val or call the Parish Office 

(732)741-7826 
 

 Hospitality Volunteers 
Please contact Chris Nalbandian @ chris1@ehllc.net 

Or sign up online at  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F45A9A72BABFA7-fellowship3 



 

A new Outreach Committee is being formed. If you are      

interested in joining this group to help develop a plan of 

outreach efforts for St John's, please contact                  

Deacon Eve at eychamb@gmail.com 



We invite you to pray for those in our parish fami-

ly and our friends who need our prayers.  Our 

prayer list in our bulletin is for you to take home 

and pray daily for those listed.  The list is below.  

Please call our office to add anyone. 

Raza Ali, Mike Biehl, Brother Richard Biernacki, 

Bruce & Lori Lynn, Ramses Cloud, Andrew Cook, 

Mike & Laurie Ann Collins,  Karen Feeney,  

Nancy Foster, Karina George, Rosemary & Jerry 

Goebel, Alison Hayes, Emily Hayes, Paula Hayes, Nick Hubbard, Alvaro Jaramil-

lo, Tami Jones, Kym, Michael Lima, Maria Madden,  Marge Mistysyn, Rene 

O’Neil, Loren Rabon, Mike Redpath, Eleanor Reese, Barry Jr., Grace Scott, Carol 

Simmons, Diane Steets, Lois Symons, Joe Szekeres, Justin Tucker, Florence Wa-

sek, Dawn, Philomena, Scott, Lou, Quartuci & Kalousdian families. 

 

Join us for lively conversation  
at 

 
 

 
WE WILL RESUME ON  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH  
 

at 7PM 
 
 
 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME!! 



Junk the funk 

By Mike Redpath 

It is easy to descend into a bit of a funk this time of year. Traditional summer 
recreation time is coming to an end. Youngsters are returning to school. The 
days are getting shorter. Our artificial accounting for the passage of time sug-
gests that we have diminishing time to make something of 2018. The weather 
will soon cause us to spend more time indoors. Work often gets more demand-
ing as we deal with meeting projections for this year and budgeting for next 
year. And on and on.  

Junk the funk! This isn't the end of anything. It is merely a point in a cycle of 
change that goes from wonder to wonder. With the changes come renewed, or 
new, opportunities to do the work for which God created us; the blessed work of 
encouraging ourselves and all creation into loving relationship with God, our 
Creator.  

For many of us, all of the enjoyment of the summer season pulls us away from 
things that would feed us more richly by engaging in relationship and service to 
God. This post-summer change to our cycle of life affords us more opportunities 
to wonder about, to see and appreciate more of the unfathomable, unmeasura-
ble ways in which God is continually at work in his creation.  

This tends to be a time of a different kind of busyness that we would be well 
served to rest into and more deeply seek to notice God in our presence. It       
affords more opportunity to notice, and to be awestruck, and to react in gratitude 
and thanks-giving for God’s abundant provision. 

 

 

A note about finding rainbows: 

Following the publication of the “Wondering About” reflection “Finding rainbows,” a St. 
John’s member asked how one would know that there should be a rainbow forming and 
where to look. Rainbows form when rain that had been overhead is moving away from 
the sun and the sun becomes unobscured by clouds. If the angle is right, a rainbow ap-
pears on the edge of the rain. This happens more frequently in the late afternoon as 
rain moves to the East and the sun is heading west. If it is late afternoon, a rain shower 
has just moved off to the East, and the sun is shining to the West, look east and there 
will probably be a rainbow forming. 



 

                                             ST. JOHN’S  

                                           BOOK CLUB 
 

September 12-  Lincoln in the Bardo  by George Saunders—at Linda Rizzo’s  

October 10- A Gentleman From Moscow  by Amor Towles—at Pat McTighe’s  

 

 

Everyone is invited  

and encouraged to join.   

Just read the book and show up! 

 

Eternal Job Security 

We have eternal job security with Jesus. Towards the end of the Gospel according to           
St. Matthew (28:19), the resurrected Jesus commanded his 11 disciples to “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations.” We baptized Christians are both the result of that com-
mand and the continuers of that work. Disciples build disciples without stopping. 

Before you get exhausted by that prospect, keep in mind that we do the work of disciple 
building in partnership with the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We are the seed 
sowers. God transforms people into disciples, not us. That “seed sowing” role means it is 
nowhere near as hard to be a disciple making disciples as our resistance to even trying        
suggests. 

More than likely, in the last few days you have told friends about a good experience that 
you had; a good meal at a restaurant, seeing an enjoyable movie, reading a good book,    
going to the beach, and so on. Why not, with the same ease, tell your friends about some-
thing remarkable that happened at church. Every time you are with fellow members of St. 
John’s, remarkable things happen. Just tell friends from outside of St. John’s as you would 
tell them about a good movie or meal, and you will be sowing the seeds of disciple mak-

ing. 



 

 

Time and the elements had taken a 

toll on the exterior of the church. Paint 

was peeling, and some boards along 

the foundation were rotting. 

It might not have been very evident 

by just looking at the front of the 

building, but the areas that face Point 

School, and the rear wall that faces the 

sacristy were in very poor condition. 

Paint was peeling off and there were 

many areas where bare wood was  

exposed. Samples taken from the  old 

peeling paint revealed that it          

contained lead, therefore the church 

could not be repainted in the usual 

manner. Precautions needed to be tak-

en. We needed a contractor who was 

licensed by the state to handle and 

dispose of hazardous material. Timing 

of the project was also a factor. There 

was a small window of opportunity in 

August when the Nursery School 

Summer Camp was not in session. 

Thanks be to God, the project was 

completed on time. 

The church looks amazing! The       

exterior truly reflects the beauty of the    

congregation that worships here    

each week! 

Many, many thanks to our Senior 

Warden, Hazel Kelly for obtaining 

the bids, and scheduling the project! 

The steeple gets a makeover! 

SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH GETS A MUCH-NEEDED FACE LIFT! 

The outside of the church is ‘tented’ 

in plastic to contain the paint chips. 

Workers wore protective gear. 



 

A heartfelt thank you to 

777 Shrewsbury Ave, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

for their generous donation of the paint for this project! 

Some areas on the side and back of the church showing peeling paint  

and replacement of rotted wood. 

 
John Harding of      

Perfectionist Painting on 

a ladder adding the 

final touches to the 

outside wall behind 

the altar. 

Oh, how lovely the  

refinished areas of the 

church are now! 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN579x9957081&id=YN579x9957081&q=Monmouth+Building+Center&name=Monmouth+Building+Center&cp=40.3210411071777%7e-74.0710983276367&ppois=40.3210411071777_-74.0710983276367_Monmouth+Building+Center&FORM=SNAPST


Dear Faith Partner: 

  

We have great news regarding the Thrivent Building on Faith Month happening from 
September 15 to October 13! We have identified four families to be ramp recipients 
in the following locations: Long Branch, Fair Haven, Morganville and Freehold. We 
are very excited at the prospect of improving these families lives! 

In order for this event to be successful, our families need your help. Below are our 
three top needs: 

1.Volunteers: This is one of our most basic and vital needs, please volunteer. 

2.Lunches for volunteers: Sharing life by sharing a meal is powerful and important 
during build days, please provide lunches. 

3.Financial sponsorship (or co-sponsor with others): Without partners like you 
we could not do what we do, please sponsor.  

Please let us know how you would like to be a part of this year's Building on Faith 

Month by emailing or calling me.  

Best regards, 

 Nancy Doran   
 Faith Relations Committee Chair 

 732-778-2517 

ndoran@habitatmonmouth.org 

  



You are needed... Join the VNAHG 

(Visiting Nurse Association Health Group)   

Volunteer Program! Feel the Joy! 

VNAHG was founded by volunteers in 1912. Today, our volunteers continue to be an important com-

plement to our health care professionals, administrators and office staff. If you have a few hours a 

week and a will to make a difference, we invite you to join our dedicated volunteers in service to our 

community. 

Volunteer Visits - Provide companionship, lend a listening ear, run an errand, read a book, write a letter, 
treasure a memory or simply be a much needed and appreciated presence for a hospice patient, allowing 
respite for their loving caregiver. 

Be a Comfort Caller - Make support calls to patients and family members, providing a compassionate ear 
while helping the hospice team ensure that needs are being met. 

Paws for Patients – Bring your certified Pet Therapy dog to homes and facilities providing a gentle, sup-
portive presence to brighten the day of a hospice patient. 

Veterans to Veterans – Specially trained Veteran volunteers visit and support Veteran patients, honoring 
them with a personalized We Honor Veterans certificate. 

 
Music & Memory – Provide patients with iPods loaded with personalized music, assist with downloading 
playlists, delivering devices or developing playlists with patients & family members. 

Bear Hugs – Create handcrafted bears from the garments of a loved one, utilizing your superior sewing 
skills to help preserve memories! 

Bereavement Support – hospice provides support to the family for thirteen months after their loved one 
has died. VNAHG Bereavement Volunteers make phone calls, prepare mailings and assist with annual me-
morial services.  

Provide Alternative Therapies - If you have a license or a certification in Reiki, Meditation, or any alterna-
tive therapies (i.e., massage, reflexology, aromatherapy), please consider sharing your expertise as part of 
our volunteer hospice team. 

Friends of Van Dyke – Volunteers who support hospice fundraising and community outreach. 

Lend Your Office Skills - Volunteers provide assistance with administrative tasks in the office, including 
typing, copying, assembling admission charts, mailing, handwriting sympathy cards, bereavement mailings 
and preparation for trainings. 

Gloria’s Crafters – Teams of volunteers who come together to create commemorative items and gifts to 
enhance the comfort and well-being of patients and families (knitting, quilting, crocheting, even floral ar-
ranging). 

Bring the joy of volunteering into your life! 

For more information contact:  

Pauline DePalma, BSW, Director of Volunteers, at 732-224-6933 Monmouth & Middlesex 

County  

Colleen Del Vacchio, BSW, Manager of Volunteers, at 732-592-3622 Ocean County 

*We encourage volunteers to wait one year following the death of a loved one. 



 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

325 LITTLE SILVER POINT ROAD 

LITTLE SILVER, NJ 07739 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S MEN’S GROUP 

St. John’s Men’s Group will meet 

Tuesday, September 25th @ 7:00 PM 

in the Rector’s office.  This is open to 

all men. No need to join, sign-up, or 

register.  

Come join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Without God, we cannot;  

without us, God will not”  

—St. Augustine. 


