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Reflections From the Rector 

 “
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,...And remember,  
I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19,20 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

     It is delightful to see where Flat Jesus has gone in just a few 
short weeks. What started out as a summer ‘assignment’ for our 
Sunday School children has taken hold with so many of our adult 
members as well. At least 75 Flat Jesus’ have left the building! If 
you need one, please let the office know. Photos have been emailed 
to the church from Hong Kong airport, a driveway in Little Silver, 
crabbing in Maryland, and even the cockpit of a Jet Blue plane 
(Flat Jesus was the co-pilot!) Check out the photos in the following 
pages and on our website: http://stjohnsls.com/flatjesus 
     Sharing Flat Jesus is a lighthearted way of sharing the life-
changing, life-giving Gospel of Jesus Christ with family, friends 
and those we meet outside of church. Many faithful people find it 
difficult to share their faith with others. How do we even begin a 
conversation about Jesus? How do we find a way to invite people 
to church with us...to come, see and experience what it is like to be 
among people who love, care for and embrace others like Jesus 
did?  Flat Jesus is a great conversation starter!  
     We are blessed to know Jesus. And we are called by Jesus to 
share the Good News with others. Share it in a way that is 
comfortable for you and your personality—but most of all share it. 
Don’t keep it for yourself. 

“As a kid we would step out on those thick summer nights and 
collect lightening bugs. And with a mason jar chock full of 
them, their combined brilliance would light up my hands as I 
held them. But, if I released them from the jar, their brilliance 
would light up the world, which now included the hands of 
everyone around me. And as I think about the light of the 
Gospel and the utter brilliance of its message, as Christians 
maybe we should get rid of our jars.”—Craig D. Lounsbrough 

     Taking Flat Jesus with us offers a great opportunity to ‘get rid of 
our jars.’ And Jesus’ message is an important daily reminder for us 
as well: And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Summer blessings,  
 

http://stjohnsls.com/flatjesus
http://stjohnsls.com/


St Michael’s in Maryland Jesus was crabbing in Maryland 

San Francisco, Trolley Ride 

Muir Woods, California 

Diocese of Western NC  

Convention 

Chillin’ on a porch in 

Williamsburg, VA 

Adventures of Flat Jesus —Summer 2019 



Choir Barbeque Jesus stopping to smell the roses 

Out to dinner with family 

Hanging out with one of His 

newest family members 

Enjoying creation in the Poconos 

Hong Kong Airport 

Adventures of Flat Jesus —Summer 2019 



Shanghai 

Suvarnabhumi Airport in 

Bangkok  

Wat Pathum Wanaram in 
Thailand 

Wat Pathum Wanaram in 
Thailand 

Wat Pathum Wanaram in 
Thailand 

Adventures of Flat Jesus —Summer 2019 

San Jose, Silicon Valley 



Flat Jesus with bikes In Shanghai  Sabbath  time  in Barbados 

Jesus really is our co-pilot! On Sanibel Beach in Florida 

With family in the Adirondacks, 

NY 
Goalie for Hunter and Jack 

Adventures of Flat Jesus —Summer 2019 



With Bishop Stokes in 

Trenton 
San Francisco Metro San Francisco, with  his fans! 

Turning water into ice coffee…  

Enjoying Hymns of Praise at St John’s 

Adventures of Flat Jesus —Summer 2019 

Can’t wait to see 
where Jesus will show 

up next!                
Please keep sending in      

pictures of your     
Adventures with Jesus. 



Remember: 

No matter where  
you go, Jesus is 
always with you! 

Jesus goes to college (Dartmouth)  
____________________________ Flat Jesus with the rug hookers! 

__________________________ 

 

Enjoying some music in Costa Rica 
____________________________  

         San Jose 
        ________ 

                   Costa Rica 
                   ________ 

Adventures of Flat Jesus —Summer 2019 



Warden’s Update – June 2019 
 

      As we end the Easter Season and begin Pentecost, we find the parish season 
coming to end as well, with many ministries taking time off during the summer 
to recharge and refocus. We have so much to be thankful for at St. John’s with so 
many giving of their time and talent to make these ministries and the parish 
thrive.  We are particularly thankful this year for the gift from Linda Rabon in 
memory of her husband Loren of air conditioning for the church sanctuary. 
While the project was started with plans to be completed by June 1st, we 
experienced some delays in securing permits and from the weather. We are glad 
to report that it has been installed, is operational and is ready to keep us cool 
upon the arrival of the summer heat.  

 The Vestry is always trying to discern God’s will for the parish and looking for 
ways that it can support each of our ministries and reach out to our neighboring 
community. Of course we are always focused on maintaining the facilities and 
managing the funds we are blessed with. Since we are at the mid-year point, and 
at a time when attendance traditionally drops, we want to update you regarding 
the budget and ask that you please maintain your giving during the summer. As 
you recall, this is the first time in many years that we found we could not balance 
the budget. We have made some improvement and have been able to reduce the 
deficit by about $3,500, but still find ourselves with a shortfall of $15,000. 

 We are always looking for ways to celebrate our parish life and to help 
address our financial needs. To try and do both we are forming a Fund Raising 
Committee, which will look for ways to bring us together so that we can enjoy 
each other’s fellowship while also bringing in additional funds. If you are 
interested in participating in this committee or have ideas that you would like to 
pass along, please contact Lydia Brenner by phone at 732-687-2487 or email at 
lbrenuva@comcast.net. 

 We wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer and ask that during this time of 
rest and relaxation that you also reflect on how God is calling you to give of 
yourself in time, talent and treasure to St. John’s. 

 

Best regards, 

Tom and Gregg  



Thanks to everyone’s generosity,  

We have 39 pledges for Mission Possible 2019  for a total of  $10, 075.       

We reached and exceeded our $10, 000 goal!   

As of July 2nd, there are still 2 pledges we haven’t received.  Emails went 

out with a reminder.  We’d like to send the checks to the recipients soon so 

please send in your pledge. Call the Parish Office if you have any questions 

on your pledge.  

The recipients of Mission Possible 2019 are: 

Local:  Shore House, Long Branch NJ 

Global:  Medical Mission to Ecuador 

Diocesan:   Waiting for determination from the Diocese 

 

 

Erika Abella 

Mission Possible Coordinator 

BLOOD DRIVE 

St. John’s is Partnering with Trinity    
Lutheran in Red Bank 
September 7, 2019 

Early sign up available!   
See the sign up sheet on the bulletin 

board in the parish hall                                                        
or call the parish office to sign up. 



                                                                                    

                     Delighting God through the summer 

By Mike Redpath 

 
For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

(Ephesians 2:10 NSRV) 
 
God created humankind in his image not for us to look like 
him, but to do what he does; to the extent of mortal 
limitations. There are two primary things (two essential 
things) that God does: creating and loving. 

 
So that we might carry out his desires for us, God gave humankind dominion over his 
creation. God also blessed humankind with free will so that our loving in his image is 
genuine, not something imposed by God. That's where things got messy. Adam… 
Eve… serpent… apple… willfulness/sin. Humans frequently put first what they want to 
do. Those decisions often inadvertently result in us not having the time or other 
resources to do what God wants us to do. And that is where we are apt to fall short of 
a loving response to God's love. 
 
Summertime is a particularly challenging time for us to express our love for God by 
following his longings for us. Summer is full of enticing distractions. If we aren't 
careful, the distractions of our consumerist society take precedence over our love for 
God. 
 
Early in his relationship with the humans, God established the principles of first fruits, 
tithes, and devoting time to express our love for God in worship. God desires that we 
give to him first and out of our best rather than putting other things first. He desires 
that we dedicate 10% of what he blesses us with to his work, i.e. blessing his entire 
creation. That includes both money and time. Since100% of it is his, that is a pretty 
reasonable desire. 
 
Some very workable ways to put God first in the summer: 

Participate in the Saturday evening Eucharist if Sunday doesn’t work 
Increase simple family devotions at home 
Keep up your giving to St. John’s and consider if it is possible for you to increase it 
Fill your day with prayers of thanksgiving 

 
For a guide to focusing on God through the summer, go to  

                                                                          www.stjohnsls.com/summer 

http://stjohnsls.com/summer


Episcopal Church Women 

     Through our varied efforts, interests and activities, St. John’s members 

directly or indirectly touch the lives of almost everyone on this planet. ECW 

wants to continue to extend our hospitality by helping those in need, 

strengthening relationships, and making a friendlier, healthier St. John’s 

community, county and world.  Communion does not happen only at our 

church’s altar table with bread and wine.  Communion also happens by 

participating in common activities together.  When people share an experience, 

they cultivate friendship and understanding, connection and unity.   Please 

contact an ECW member when you know of people in need of assistance or 

cheerful smiles.  We all are Christ’s eyes, ears, hands and heart.   

     Thank you to the generous members of St. John’s Church for your donations 

of spring/ summer clothes to Lunch Break of Red Bank:  22 bags of clothes and 

7 “hangers” of Suited for Success business apparel. Also, 5lbs of perishable  

breakfast food was given.  Lunch Break was especially grateful for the men’s 

career clothing and all plus-sized garments. We appreciate your kindness! 

     Your thoughtful, continuous contributions of nonperishable food for St. 

Brigid’s/St. James’ Food Pantry, the toiletries and hard candy for the Seamen’s 

Church Institute and the new toys for Jason’s Dreams for Kids 

are appreciated by all recipients. Plus, heartfelt thanks to the 

Nifty Knitters, a remarkable group of nimble fingers and 

clicking needles, magically creating prayer shawls and prayer 

squares for  St. John’s, hats, scarves, cowls and mittens for Seamen’s Church 

Institute and Appalachia, and preemie caps and newborn hats for Riverview 

Medical Center. 

     ECW and Nifty Knitters have a special Appalachia clothing ministry.  Please 

contact a member of either group if you can donate coats and jackets, especially 

children’s winter wear.  We shall ship winter apparel in October.  Thank you! 



ECW’s May luncheon and fun fund-raiser was a huge, hilarious success!  Great 

appreciation to all who attended and supported in this special event.  

All members of St. John’s are welcome to join our Creative Crafty Cards 

workshop on Tuesday, July 9, from 1-3PM, in the large parish 

room.  No experience needed.  Even Flat Jesus will be there. 

Make 3 cards, keep 1…make 6 cards, keep 2….  We shall 

make Christmas and all-occasion cards to profit our Outreach 

projects, displaying the handmade cards at our Ministries Fair 

and selling them at our November mini bazaar. Please bring a 

glue stick and scissors. All card materials, fun, friendship, laughter and 

REFRESHMENTS will be provided…and FREE.   

 

 

       Mark your calendars:                                                                                                             

 

• Tuesday, July 9,  1-3PM-CREATIVE CRAFTY CARDS  Workshop 

• Wednesday, Sept. 4, noon-Welcome Back Salad Luncheon   

• Wednesday, Oct. 2, noon-Ice Cream Social, Women of the Bible: Lot’s Wife 

• Sunday October 19-27-Fall/Winter Clothing Collection for Lunch Break and 

Appalachia Project  

• Monday, Oct 28-Delivery to Lunch Break 

• Wednesday, Nov 6, noon-Seamen’s Church Institute: assemble ditty bags 

and include hats, cowls, and scarves knitted by the Nifty Knitters  

• Wednesday, Dec 4, noon-Advent Luncheon and Auction 

TBA November-Christmas Mini Bazaar-Sale of (handmade) Christmas and 

Special Occasion Cards and Gift Card Holders 

 



We invite you to pray for those in our parish family and our 

friends who need our prayers.  Our prayer list in our weekly 

bulletin is for you to take home and pray daily for those 

listed. The list is below.  Please call the church office to add 

or remove someone. 

Raza Ali, Betty Ann, Brother Richard Biernacki, Bruce & Lori Lynn, Gere 

Coffey, Mike & Laurie Ann Collins, Andrew Cook, Ed, Greg Furniss, Bob G.,  

Karina George, Alison Hayes, Emily Hayes, Natalie Hewitt, Alvaro Jaramillo, 

Kym, Susan K., Sue Lutz, Jackie Mack, Maria Madden, Katie Melillo, Marina 

& Austin Liu Mello, Marge Mistysyn, Rick & June Neal, Rene O’Neil, Piper 

Palmieri, Don Rabon, Mike Redpath, Eleanor Reese, Barry Jr., Grace Scott, 

Ted & Grace Stampien, Diane Steets, Justin Tucker, Edward Wagner, Walter 

Zacharczyk, Alice, Annie, Blanche, Bob, Charles, Jennifer, Kelsea, Lois, Lou, 

Mark, Sabrina, Scott, Sally & family, Sharon, Taryn & family. 

 ST. JOHN’S BOOK CLUB 

July 10 – Unsheltered  by Barbara Kingsolver— place TBD 

August 14– Behold the Dreamers  by Imbolo Mbue—place TBD 

September 11—Turtles All the Way Down by John Green—place TBD 

Everyone is invited and encouraged to join.   

Just read the book and show up! 

 

Help Support 

St Brigid’s Food Pantry        

  at St James’.  

Canned Goods, Pasta, Cereal and  

Baby Food are always needed. 



Sometimes attributed to “Dear Abby,” here are the  

 

The Ten Commandments of a Long and Peaceful Life: 

 

1. Thou shalt not worry, for worry is the most unproductive of all human activities.  

2. Thou shalt not be fearful, for most of the things we fear never come to pass.  

3. Thou shalt face each problem as it comes. You can handle only one at a time.  

4. Thou shalt not cross bridges before you get to them, for no one yet has succeeded in ac-

complishing this.  

5. Thou shalt not take problems to bed with you, for they make very poor bedfellows.  

6. Thou shalt not borrow other people’s problems. They can take better care of them than 

you can.  

7. Thou shalt be a good listener, for only when you listen do you hear ideas different from 

your own. It’s very hard to learn something new when you’re talking.  

8. Thou shalt not try to relive yesterday for good or ill—it is gone. Concentrate on what is 

happening in your life today.  

9. Thou shalt not become bogged down by frustration, for 50 percent of it is rooted in self-

pity and will only interfere with positive actions.  

10. Thou shalt count thy blessings, never overlooking the small ones—for a lot of small 

blessings add up to a big one. 



 FROM THE DEACON’S DESK 

 

                            

                             REST 

Bishop Michael Curry invites us to stop and think about how 'God invites 

us to dedicate time for restoration and wholeness -- within our bodies, 

minds, and souls, and within our communities and institutions'. 

Listen to his podcast through the following link as you settle into the     

different rhythm of life that is Summertime. 

 

https://wayoflove.episcopalchurch.org/episodes/season/1/episode/3 

 

And may your summer be blessed. 

Devotedly, 

Eve, Deacon 

 

June 16th through September 1st 

Saturdays 5:30 PM 

Sundays 9:00 AM 

https://wayoflove.episcopalchurch.org/episodes/season/1/episode/3


ST JOHN’S OFFICE HOURS: 

Parish Administrator, Elaine Winkler 

           Monday thru Thursday 8am—12 noon 
 

Mother Val is in the office on Monday afternoon 

and Wednesday morning. She may be at 

diocesan meetings or on pastoral visits on other 

days, but she is available for emergencies and 

can meet with you for pastoral appointments. 

Please do not hesitate to call the office if you 

need an appointment. 

    Please note that her sabbath day is Friday.  

ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

325 LITTLE SILVER POINT ROAD 

LITTLE SILVER, NJ 07739 


