
St. John’s Episcopal Church Vestry 
Minutes of the Meeting of February 26, 2017 

 
Attendees: Mother Val, Curt Goss, Rev. Eve Chamberlain, John Davies, Beverly Van Winkle, Chris Nalbandian, 
Hazel Kelly, Eileen Kennedy, Paula Hayes, Lyle Connor, Kate Galbavy   
Absentees: Paul Chalifour, Amy Thomas, Tom Perez 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mother Val at 11:45 am. 
 
Opening Prayer: Mother Val led the group in prayer. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Beverly Van Winkle moved that the minutes of the meeting of December 15, 2016. Chris 
Nalbandian seconded the motion. By voice vote the minutes were unanimously approved.  
 
Review of Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting: Mother Val asked if there were any changes needed to the 
minutes of the annual meeting. None were needed. 
 
Appointment of Treasurer: Mother Val requested a motion to appoint Lyle Connor as Treasurer of the Vestry. Hazel 
Kelly moved that Lyle Connor be appointed Treasurer. John Davies seconded the motion. By voice vote, the Vestry 
unanimously approve the appointment. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Lyle Connor delivered the treasurers report. Highlights include: 
➢ Income is running slightly higher than budget. 
➢ At the end of January, the budget was about $4900 better than budget; however, this is more a timing issue, as 

some bills anticipated in January have been delayed until February.  
➢ Overall, finances are pretty much in order. 
 
Rectors Report: Mother Val reported on the following: 
➢ Mother Val is filing the Parochial Report to the National Diocese and wanted to bring to the Vestry’s attention 

that average Sunday attendance has increased from 60 to 70 since Mother Val answered St. John’s call. This is 
nearly a 17% increase. 

➢ The Vestry had a productive retreat with Keith Adams, exploring asset based planning. The group briefly 
discussed how to move on from that point. 

➢ Icon Conference: Mother Val has just returned from the annual icon writing conference in Kanuga, NC, where 
Mother Val preached daily to a group of 42 people. She also created an Icon. 

➢ Pastoral Report: Dorothy Gunniss died on Tuesday morning; her funeral will be on Saturday at 11 am. 
➢ Lent starts on Wednesday. During Lent, Mother Val and Deacon Eve will be offering healing with laying on of 

hands on Sundays after Mass. 
➢ There will be a Lenten Quiet Day on Saturday, March 18, led by Deacon Eve 
 
Deacon’s Report: Eve Chamberlain reported on the following: 
➢ On March 2, the Diocese, in collaboration with the NJ State Attorney General’s Office, will be holding a Human 

Trafficking Summit in Cherry Hill. Becca Stevens will be speaking about her program to help women who have 
been caught in drugs and prostitution; she will also be a keynote speaker at Diocesan Convention later in the 
week. 

➢ Eve attended a learning session about Covenant House which is about to break ground on a facility to increase 
their presence in Asbury Park. This can potentially be an opportunity for volunteers from St. John’s.  

 
Sunday School Report: Kate Galbavy reported that  
➢ Recently the Sunday School did “A Journey to Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Egypt,” a hands-on simulation using 

costumes and multimedia. 



➢ The children will participate in The Heifer Project again this year. Because of last year’s success, the Diocese 
wants to publicize the project this year. 

➢ Attendance is growing but fluctuates due to competing activities, especially Sunday morning sports programs 
➢ The first Movie Night was very successful with 15 children attending 
 
Hospitality: The Valentine Spaghetti Dinner was successful 
 
ECW: On Ash Wednesday, ECW will be serving hot cross buns after the 9:30 morning service. 
 
Youth Confirmation Class: Mother Val reported that she will be calling the parents of those children who have 
expressed an interest in being confirmed because she has not been seeing the children in church. She will be 
stressing that if the children are not attending church, confirmation will not be the reaffirmation of our Baptismal vows 
confirmation is intended to be. The Vestry agreed that phones calls are better than sending letters. 
 
Mission Possible: Mother Val reported that Mission Possible kicked off today with Eliza’s announcement in Church. 
 
Buildings and Grounds Report:  
➢ Mother Val reported that the new outdoor sign reflecting the new service times has been installed 
➢ Linda Rizzo is handling the ordering of the new refrigerator for the kitchen 
➢ Main Heating System Blower Motor: John Davies said that he had arranged for Brown’s to come over. Their 

inspection revealed that the system had been wired incorrectly and thus only one of the units was running 
instead of both units alternating. Thus, the blower motor for the overtaxed unit has burned out. The cost of the 
new motor will be $900. With labor, it will be $1500. While they were there they repaired the faulty wiring. He 
noted that there is a hidden off/on override switch between the pipes behind the blue panel.  

➢ Pipes Under the Building: In addition to this is the fact that the pipes that run under the building are deteriorating 
and must be replaced. John has secured a quote from Brown’s to have this work done but did not have the 
numbers with him. Putting off this work will ultimately lead first to leaks then burst pipes. Brown’s will be able to 
install the new pipes while the old system is still running, with the cutover to the new system handled at the end 
of the project so there will be little or no interruption of service. The Vestry discussed how to finance this project. 
It can borrow from the All Souls Fund which would be paid back over time. There can be an appeal to the parish 
to help with repayment. Someone said that at the time the church steps and ramp were replaced, an appeal to 
the parish had been mounted prior to the donation from Mr. Sickles. The Vestry asked if any of that money 
remained. Mother Val will check with Lyle about the status of those funds. 

➢ Heating Units for Office and Library: John Davies reported that new heating units for the library and office could 
be run off the portion of the upper room system by installing a second zone. When they did the estimate, 
Brown’s said it would be difficult to cool the upper room and the downstairs room at the same time; however, as 
these spaces are rarely used at the same time, this would not present a problem. The units and labor would be 
approximately $3700. 

➢ John Davies moved that the Vestry approve Brown’s estimates to implement the replacement of the burned-out 
furnace blower motor and the heating units for the library and office, at $1500 and $3700 respectively. The funds 
would be borrowed from the All Souls Fund and would be subject to John seeking a second estimate if it was 
possible to get one. Eileen Kennedy seconded the motion. By voice vote, the Vestry unanimously approved the 
motion. 

➢ Lobby Refurbishment: Mother Val brought up the need to refurbish the lobby outside of the Church office and 
asked if any Vestry member knew an interior decorator who might make some recommendations. This space is 
seen by hundreds of people weekly who attend meetings and church and bring their children to nursery school 
and it does not tell people the St. John’s story. Hazel Kelly will approach a friend about helping with this project.  

➢ Rectory Sewer Line: The sewer line from the rectory to the main line is collapsing on itself and needs to be 
replaced. They need to get a plumber to snake a camera through the system to see where the main blockage is 
and clear it out. A quote for $500 has been obtained. John will get a second quote. 

 



Book Group: The group will meet at Doris Clark’s on Thursday. 
 
Prayer Group: Hazel Kelly reported steady activity for this group. They are trying to find a way to keep the list active 
and to weed out those who no longer need active prayer. 
 
Knitting Ministry: Continues as usual. 
 
Communications: Eileen Kennedy reported that she and Mike Redpath are making progress on the web site and 
asked when Mother Val would like it to go live. Mother Val said that ideally she would like the site to be live by Holy 
Week so people could get the information they need for Easter services. 
The Vestry also had a brief discussion about how it could better communicate with the parish. They discussed the 
idea of the wardens writing regular letters in the Messenger and posting the Vestry minutes on the web site and the 
bulletin board.  
 
Mutual Ministry Review: Mother Val asked if Vestry members could bring their completed review forms to the next 
Vestry meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Refurbishment of Office Lobby: See above under Buildings and Grounds 
 
Housing Allowance: Mother Val said that she needed approval from the Vestry for allocation of a portion of her 
salary to housing allowance, a routine allocation to improve the tax position for clergy. This does not change the 
amount of salary or housing allowance, only how they are allocated. Kurt Goss moved that the Vestry approve the 
requested allocation. Chris Nalbandian seconded the motion. By voice vote the Vestry unanimously approved the 
motion.  
 
New Choir Robes: Mother Val reported that new choir robes have been ordered.  
 
Shrove Tuesday: Mother Val reported that the pancake supper will be held on Tuesday night and that more 
volunteers are needed for the cleanup. 
 
Adult Bible Study: Mother Val reported that a number of people have expressed the desire for a Bible study. She 
said that she will begin an adult forum in the library during coffee hour during Lent.  
 
Adjournment: At Mother Val’s request, Kurt Goss moved that the meeting be adjourned. Kate Galbavy seconded 
the motion. By voice vote the Vestry unanimously approved and the meeting was adjourned at 1:12 pm. 
 
Closing Prayer: Eve Chamberlain led the group in closing prayer. 
 
 
 
 


